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The Wheat 
By Mabel Earle 


P ON the golden bench-land a square of bronz- 
ing green 
Marked the acres of wheat-field, rippled with 
sunlight sheen, 
Fed from the far blue mountains with waters of life 
unseen. 


There on a summer morning the wheat-stalks bend- 
ing swayed. P 

An angel walking near them his sentinel footsteps 
stayed, 

And the wheat-stalks said to the angel, “‘ Pity us; we 
are afraid. 


« Choice of the life before us, choice of the death to 


be,— . 
Tell us, was ever the choosing given to such as we ? 
Are we bound to a fate determined? are we free as 
thou art free ? 


«* Shall it be ours to quicken again in a glorious birth, 

Sown in the warm moist darkness, raised from the 
bars of earth, 

Branching and blest and multiplied, proving our God- 
wrought worth ? 


“Each of us bears within its heart the power to grow 
' and be, 

Passing the gracious gift of life to others such as we, 

A hundredfold and a millionfold of beautiful destiny. 


“ Yet have we heard of some who fail to reach the 
sower’s hand, 

Never finding their life’s increase down in the fertile 
land; 

Is it ours to choose ? was it theirs to lose? We can- 
not understand. 


“« Shall we be held from this our lot,—we who are not 
afraid 

To go down into the gates of death, bringing up life 
from the shade ? 

Shall we miss the gift appointed us, the Work whereto 
we are made?” 


The angel smiled at the wheat-stalks, and answered 
never a word, 

But the heart of the grain awaking under his silence 
stirred, | ; 

And the fair heads bowed in the sunlight, as if they 
knew and heard. 


Now when the tale of days was full, men reaped the 
ripened grain, . 

And some of it went to the sower’s hand, to die and 
be born again, 

And other went to the millstone, broken in desperate 


But lo! from the fine white flour of wheat, crushed and 
torn apart, 

One kneaded bread for the sons of men, toiling in field 
and mart, 

And one the bread of the Son of God, the Sacrament 
of his heart, 


This which went to the sowing must die before it grow, 

And this which the millstone broke and crushed no 
man shall ever sow ; 

Each comes to its own through sacrifice, as the 
watcher-angels know. 


But whether it fall beneath the earth, to wait for life 
new lent, 

Or be it bread for the sons of men, or bread of the 
Sacrament, 

The wheat has chosen the choice of God, and, choos- 
ing, is content. 


Omana, NEB. 





Why We Fall 


No man was ever unfairly tempicd since the 
world began. There is only one reason for failure, 
thougn we like to believe otherwise. A minister re- 
cently prayed in public: ‘*Sometimes we stumble 
and fall because the temptations are so strong.’’ 
Nonsense! No one ever fell because the tempta- 
tion was so strong; we fall because we will not lay 
hold on the Strength that is right at hand and that 
we wilfully decline to use. We fall because we 
want to; because we work with the temptation in- 
stead of against it Whenever we really want to win, 
enough to surrender ourselves absolutely into Christ's 
keeping, the strongest temptation that the Devil ever 
conceived becomes limp and flabby and impotent, 
‘*There hath no temptation taken you but such as 
man can bear ;’’ and the manly thing to do is to 


admit it. 
— 


Habit, the Model Servant 

Good habits may be had for the taking. And 
they are easily formed. Inasmuch as they are the 
biggest human helpers we can have in life, carrying 
more than half the weight of our burdens and duties 
for us if we will but let them, the wonder is that we 
do not use them-more than we do. Fora good habit, 
once formed, is a servant that we do not even have 
to send for or give orders to : he is at our side and at 
work without our bidding. Getting out of bed early 
and promptly in the morning, for example, is a bur- 
den to many,—and a duty. Yet the habit of early 
and prompt rising can be formed in a week's time, 
by any one who is in earnest about it; and if the 
newly formed habit is rigidly held to, the early-rising 
duty soon becomes so automatic that its burden. has 
entirely disappeared. So of numberless other com- 


monplace but too often burdensome duties. They 
ought not to be burdensome, and they will not be 
when we dismiss them into the safe-keeping of good 


habit. 
x 
Are We Worth Knowing ? 


A close acquaintance with any follower of Christ 
ought to mean a close acquaintance with Christ. Is 
it so of you? Are people drawn to Christ when they 
come to know you? An old-time Christian told a 
friend of his that his prayer for him was this: ‘that 
the fellowship of thy faith may become effectual unto 
Christ."" What a prayer that was! The best thing 
that he could wish for his friend was that whoever 
came into the magnetic circle, or fellowship, of that 
friend’s faith, must inevitably be led straight to the 
Pole Star of the magnetism, Jesus Christ himself ! 
The prayer may come true of any one of us. It is 
not a question of our own merit or charm, but only of 
our keeping so close to the Saviour that his presence 
may be allowed to shine through us. 


x 
What of Your House? . 


There is many a household that goes to church 
without bringing the church back into the house. 
But if Christ is really the head of a household, the 
home of that household ought to be just as much his 
dwelling-place as is the church. Is it so of your 
home ? When Paul wrote to Philemon, he sent greet- 
ings also ‘‘to the church in thy house.’’ There are 
such houses to-day : houses where the joy and the 
love and the good-fellowship are so far above the 
ordinary that people love to enter them ; and when 
they leave, they feel that they have had a taste of 
heaven. It is only a matter of making Christ King. 


The Goal of the Fighting Saint 


OT a few earnest Christians are beset with a 
feeling of vagueness in all their religious work. 
They are often good enough soldiers to obey 
orders without knowing very well why they obey them. 
Now obedience is a very good horse for drawing loads 
over rough places; but when obedience is mated 
with intelligence, the team can do not twice, but ten 
times as much. 

A recent author has said that nearly every minister 
who becomes an effective preacher goes through a 
regular process of development that consists of three 
stages. First is the stage in which his great problem 
is, what to say. By degrees this problem is mastered, 
and his mind becomes stored with a definite message. 
Then he enters upon the second stage, in which his 
problem is, how to say it. For as soon as he is re- 
lieved from the anxiety of preparing his matter he real- 
izes that the manner in which his message is delivered 
is vitally important. In this stage he turns his atten- 
tion to rhetoric and elocution. Having become fairly 
proficient in this, he arrives at the third and crown- 
ing stage of his development, why he is saying it. At 
this stage he turns his attention chiefly to his audience, 

Some such process of development is not peculiar 
to ministers ; every growing and working Christian 
will find himself moving along by the same stages. 
At first your: problem was, ‘‘ What can I say to my 
class, my prayer-meeting, my friend?’’ Then you 
awoke to the fact that there was an art in all this, and 
you began to study tact,.and the best methods of 
teaching, and coveted a pleasing address and the 
tongue of pe:suasion. Last of all came the day when, 
knowing your weapons and being skilled in the use of 
them, you could keep your attention wholly upon the 
object of your attack. You -had become a fighting 


saint, or, in New Testament language, a fisher of 
men. 

Now a fighting man who simply obeys orders with- 
out knowing why is not of a very high order. The 
glory of our American soldier has always been that 
with his obedience is coupled a quick intelligence 
that grasps his general's plan. He fits himself into 
the idea behind the order and wins his battle by cour- 
age, hard fighting, and quick adjustment to sudden 
contingencies. The glory of a fighting saint is not 
only that he obeys his heavenly commander, but that 
he understands the idea behind the command to teach 
and preach and persuade, and is not easily put to 
rout by a sudden change of front on the part of the 
enemy. That fine word ‘‘saint’’ has been half 
spoiled by misuse. It is the New Testament naine 
for the man who is pledged to Jesus and pledged to 
fight for him—a separated man, with unsullied blade 
and unlowered flag. 

No general ever knew more clearly what he meant 
to accomplish by a season's campaign than did Jesus 
in the short time.of his ministry. He had a definite 
plan which possibly his disciples did not know until 
after his ascension, but which is as plain as a carven 
statue when we look at his life with the object of find- 
ing it out. 

The climax of his ministry—yes, the aim of it—was 
manifest that day in the hills of Caesarea, when he 
said to his chosen twelve friends, ‘‘Who say ye that 
I am ?”’ and Peter answered, speaking for all the rest, 
‘«Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.’’ 
Jesus had steadily educated these men up to this 
point by a process of instruction that makes the 
modern student of. pedagogy wonder at its perfection. 
See how he did it. First he called them, attracted 
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them, won their confidence and willingness. Then 
he put before them an ideal—the sermon on the 
mount. This he followed up with the demonstration 
ot his own life and powers. Next he sent them out 
to preach, to try it for themselves, the principle of 
learning by doing. Last of all he calls them aside 
and says, ‘‘ Now, who am 1?”’ and they knew him. 
After this he had only one thing remaining to do, 
which he completed. when he said, ‘‘ It is finished.’’ - 

A photographer makes his sensitive plate, exposes 
it to just the rays of light that he chooses, dips it into 
the proper solutions, and holds it up to the light to 
see if his picture is there. What else did this great 
teacher do on that day but hold up these souls to the 
light to find out if the reflection of the Son of God 

were fastened there ? ° 

That was a great day for the Kingdom of God. 
That day the Captain of our Salvation, the Prince of 
fighting saints, had won a great battle. These men 
recognized their Maker. They knew their Saviour. 
Henceforth when God bent his ear to earth there 
were men that could speak to him in the language of 
heaven. Hereafter when God chose to walk on earth 
there would be men to recognize him and know him. 
This is the climax of creation,—that a thing made 
should recognize and know and love its Maker. 

Men have made some bewilderingly complicated 
machinery, such as the Mergenthaler typesetting ma- 
chine, which sets the type mould, casts the slug in 
type metal, and redistributes the moulds again while 
the operator simply presses keys like those on a type- 
writer. But what machine could man make that 
could give him personal companionship, return his 
affection, and comprehend the genius that had made 
it? Yet that is just what God has done: created 
men who can know and love their Maker. The moon 
and the stars are wonderful, the mountains, the plains, 
and the sea, with all the life in them ; but man, so 
small in comparison, is beyond measure the superior 
of every other created thing, because he alone can 
know his Creator. This is why the angels sing for joy 
over a sinner that repents, for when a man turns to his 
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God creation has reached its climax. The Almighty 
himself can do no more. He has made a being like 
himself, a companion, a son. 

Jesus’ definite plan was to bring a few men to this 
state of knowledge, and he did’ it by'a method so 
simple that a child can follow it. And this is 
what is behind the fighting saint's orders to teach 
and to preach, to get others to recognize, to know, and 
to love their Creator. If a working Christian has 
this aim constantly in view, it will help him over 
many a sudden difficulty and double his efficiency, 
because he knows what he is doing, and why. 

Religion, which seems so complex, is after all a 
very simple thing ; that is, the aim is simple. What- 
ever complexity there may be is in the means used to 
obtain thisend. The writer remembers an experience 
in the Canadian woods, when his guide led him 
straight through the forest, intending to strike a trail 
that would lead them back to camp. Through the 
densest underbrush, over logs breast high, the rotted 
corpses of giants of the forests that had towered aloft 
in the days of the Cabots and Champlain, knee deep 
through moss, up and down over rocks, through glens 
and over hills, until they came out on the old disused 
lumbermen’s road, which even the most ignorant city 
man could follow back to camp. So Jesus spares us no 
pain, no weariness, till we are safely on that path 
where we know our Maker and are glad to follow. 
And the fighting saint will spare no effort to take his 
charges through the woods of weakness, of doubt, of 
wilfulness and obstinate pride, till he can place their 
feet on that plain pathway and hear them say to his 
great Captain, ‘‘ Thou art the Christ.’’ 

It is wonderfully encouraging, in the midst of the 
confusion of Sunday-school and church work, the bat- 
tle-ground for the souls of others, to cast your eyes up 
to the Captain and know clearly once more what you 
are fighting for. It clears away the mist and the un- 
certainty to be working definitely toward the day 
when the sduls for which we have been fighting can 
be held up to the light, and we can see thereon the 
likeness of God. 





The names of correspondents must be signed to 
all letters that are sent for consideration in this 


department. Such names are rarely published,— 
never without the given or implied consent of the 
writer,—but they must accompany the letters as 
evidence of good faith. 

ae 


Does the Lord do Wrong, and Repent ? 


When the Bible uses words thatseem to say things 
that we know are not so, we are safe in believing that 
the Bible does not mean what it seems to say. But 
the Bible always has a meaning in all that it says, 
and if we get beneath what it seems to say into the 
heart of what it really means, we shall never be mis- 
led. Several letters are now at hand about certain 
phrases in 1 Samuel that are typical of many such 
phrases throughout the Bible. Thus a California cor- 
respondent writes : 


I want to ask a question, and if of sufficient interest would 
like an answer in Open Letters. It came up in class last Sun- 
day. ‘An evil spirit from the Lord troubled him" (1 Sam. 
16:14). ‘The same expression being used in chapters 18 : 10 
and 19:9, also in Judges 9: 23. Is the ‘‘ evil spirit '’ the same 
as the demoniacal possession of New ‘Testament times, and 
are we to understand that God sends such? With Saul it 
seems to be a sort of insanity,—in Judges 9 : 23 a spirit of dis- 
sension and treachery. ‘The point which troubled us was 
‘**from the Lord."’ I suggested that that might be the way the 
Oriental mind looked at it, but this not being entirely satisfac- 
tory to teacher or class, we turn to you for help after seeking 
it in vain from commentaries at hand. 


Another California inquirer asks : 


What is the meaning of 1 Samuel 15 : 35.—*‘ And the Lord 
repented that he had made Saul king over Israel’’ ? 


A third reader brings the New Testament into the 
question by writing : 


‘These questions were suggested by the discussion in ‘‘A 
Letter on the Devil and Its Answer."’ Paul says, ‘‘ There was 
given me the messenger of Satan to baffet me, lest I should be 
exalted above measure.'" Whatever the trouble was, he seems 
to think it was given him for his good. Why does he call it 
the messenger of Satan? And what are we to understand by 
this statement, ‘‘ The evil spirit from God came upon Saul"' ? 
(r Sam. 18: 10.) Was it unthinkable to these writers that the 
Devil could be the agent of God? 


Yes, it is unthinkable to any one who knows God 
that the Devil is the agent of God, or that God plans 


‘God most of the feelings and activities of man. 





or orders sin in order to work out any good ends, 
God works out a great many good ends in spite of sin ; 
and he enables us to use conquered sin, by trampling 
it under foot, as a stepping-stone to higher things. 
But that does not niean.that any one ever attained to 
any good thing by means of any experience with sin 
or the Devil that he could not have attained to, or 
improved upon, without sin or the Devil. This does 
not have to be proved ; it is axiomatic and inevitable 
while God is God and the eternal enemy of sin and 
the Devil. 

Therefore we may know that whatever these Scrip- 
ture passages may seem to say, they cannot mean 
that God does wrong, or chooses the agents of sin for 
his work, however much he may overrule them and 
their work and bring good out of evil by turning their 
evil attempts to good ends, It is true that the Bible 
is an Oriental book, written by Orientals primarily for 
Orientals ; and that the universal message it contains 
must be not only translated but also interpreted in 
view of this fact. The Oriental, like all primitive 
peoples, was intensely anthropomorphic in his ideas, 
thinking of God in human figures, and ascribing to 
Thus 
he gave to God anger, love, hate, disappointment. 
At the same time his conception of Ged’s omnipo- 
tence made him refer to God everything that exists. 
All that is, is from God, was his basis of thought. 
Sin, murder, evil spirits, hate, as well as love and 
blessings of eveiy sort, were direct from the hand of 
the Creator and omnipotent King. These two Orien- 
tal conceptions of, or attitudes toward, God, color the 
Oriental phraseology of the Bible. And we would 
seem abundantly justified in interpreting such phrases 
as those quoted in these letters as suggesting simply 
the thought of God’s supreme and controlling place 
in the lives of men, not as necessarily intended to 
imply that the Bible writers thought that evil spirits 
were the special emissaries of Jehovah. 

As to whether Saul’s trouble was a case of the New 
Testament demon-possession, there is probably no 
way of settling that question. But it is evident that 
the Bible plainly intends us to understand that Saul 
was morally guilty for his persistent attitude of enmity 
toward David, and that Saul was conscious of his 
guilt and admitted it, and that his attitude while in 
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his fits of evil-spirit-possession was identical with his 
attitude at other times. In the New Testament rec- 
ords of demon-possession, there seems to be no charge 
of moral responsibility. 

That men interfere with God's plans for their lives 
is an evident truth. God planned no such career for 
Saul as Saul insisted on working out for himself. 
Such a wilful wrecking of God's plans must be a cause 
of sorrow and disappointment to the Father, if we can 
use these words of ofe whose foreknowledge is such 
that there is, with him, no future and no past. That 
is what may be suggested in the phrase, ‘‘ Jehovah 
repented that he had made Saul king over Israel.’’ 
He was grieved and disappointed at the outcome of it 
all. God had made no mistake, but Saul had ; and 
God's great heart ached over the whole pitiable failure 
of the child for whom he had planned such . i 

That we can turn to good account the onslaughts of 
the messengers of Satan, as another Saul did,—that 
man of Tarsus who did not disappoint God, —is a fact 
of which we all ought to have had rich experience. 
God does not send temptation ; but God sees to it 
that we may get great good from temptation. Tempt- 
ation may have a healthy, humbling effect upon a 
man,—though that is not Satan’s purpose in sending 
it, but God's overruling of Satan’s purpose. Thus 
it is that ye may ‘‘count it all joy, my brethren, when 
ye fall into manifold temptations ; knowing that the 
proving of your faith worketh stedfastness.”’ 


x 
The Faith that Brings Power 


Because the Bible makes such a central thing of 
faith in the lives of those who would enjoy Christ's 
blessings, we do well to be concerned about faith, and 
to make sure that we know what it is and how to use it. 
Thus an Ohio reader has written : 


Will you please explain ‘‘faith'’ in the verse: ‘If ye have 
faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this moun- 
tain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove ; 
and nothing shall be evens unto you’’ (Matt. 17 : 20); 
and why the disciples could not cure the lunatic son, as related 
in the chapter? 


Jesus told why the disciples could not heal the 
demon-possessed boy : it was because of their little 
faith, which means that they did not trust him enough 
to ket him work this miracle through them. In other 
words, they made themselves non-conductors of his 
power. Faith, to give again that definition of Horace 
Bushnell’s so often quoted in these columns, ‘‘ is that 
act by which one person, a sinner, commits himself 
to another Person, a Saviour.’’ It is more than a 
mere act of the mind; it is an act of the will. It is 
not an uncontrollable feeling, nor a gift granted to 
some and denied to others. It is just as much within 
the control of every one as is obedience, —and it grows 
by, and often springs from, obedience. One who 
complains that he has no faith, and cannot get it, is 
in that plight simply because he will not use the little 
faith that he has in-obeying the light that he has. 

When we have given. ourselves unconditionally and 
unreservedly and eternally into Christ's keeping, not 
merely for our own self-protection, but also in order 
to know and to do his will, he can do anything 
through us. We become channels for his power, not 
obstructions to it. The removing of a mountain, if 
that should be in accordance with his will, would, be 
a simple matter for Christ to accomplish through 
one thus surrendered to him. 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


ATHER, since thou hast plainly promised them, gently 
constrain us to take the good things of thy grace for 
granted. Why should we haggle and doubt, and trem- 

ble and fear, when thy word is engaged to us?... Since we 
are to die, and since it is a good thing for thy children to die, 
teach us to be content that the time and way of our departure 
rest with thee. And, while we thus place our lives in thy 
hands, much more make it a joy to us to leave our property 
there. Why should the heirs of eternal felicity squirm over a 
few dollars which we had planned to use for thee in one way, 
when we discover that thou hast chosen to take them from us 
in some other way? Art not thou a good creditor?... Father, 
make us ashamed to fret—over anything. The Lord reigns— 
that is enough : let the earth rejoice. ... And why should we 
think our satisfaction depends on men, when our inmost souls 
know it all comes from thee? Suppose friends do sometimes 
fail ; thou dost never fail. Art not thou more to us than all 
the rest? Suppose we are sometimes sick : have we not before 
us an eternity into which no sickness can ever come?... 
‘Teach us, like Paul, in whatsoever state we are, therein to 
be content. ... O Father, with the Cross as our pledge, make 
us sure that we are forgiven and accepted. . . .Take away this 
unseemly strain that debauches faith, impeaches thy credit, 
and steeps our lives in needless pain.... Show vs how to 
reserve energy for our own legitimate tasks, and to leave the 
management of things to thee, assured that the Lord doeth all 
things well. 
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How a Physician Views Alcohol 


From an address by Dr. V. H. Podstata, Superintendent of the Southern Illinois Ingane 
Asylum at Elgin, Illinois, delivered at Elgin, as reported by the Wheaton Graphic 








A® a physician, I consider myself in duty bound to 
help in every way I can to further the struggle 
for better and healthier existence. As a public 
servant, I cannot refrain from speaking of matters in- 
volving public welfare. 

In my endeavor to be fair, I have first carefully 
studied those various effects of alcohol, so far as they 
pertain to mental and nervous conditions, which are 
generally supposed to be beneficial. I find the follow- 
ing claims : 

1. Alcohol stimulates. 

.2. It is soothing to the excited and over-sensitive. 

3. It causes a man to forget his miseries, worries, 
and pains. 

All these claims are unquestionable. It is scien- 
tifically true that alcohol stimulates ; that alcohol, 
given in a certain form and at a certain time, will 
soothe excitement and irritability ; that alcohol also 
causes men to forget their woes and miseries. 

At the same time, while these statements are true 
as far as they go, none of them constitutes a complete 
fact, and whoever accepts them alone is not wholly 
informed nor essentially correct. Let us carefully 
and without prejudice analyze the stimulating action 
of alcohol. Fortunately, physiological psychology is 
sufficiently developed to permit of definite informa- 
tion obtained through absolutely accurate laboratory 
experiments. Whatever I state, therefore, is not the 
opinion of any one man or thousand men, but the 
uniform result of careful experimental work, which 
permits of no question. 

The first effect of a moderate dose of pure diluted 
alcohol is to dilate or enlarge the superficial blood- 
vessels, causing thereby the feeling of pieasing warmth 
over the entire body. Almost immediately after, the 
scientific apparatus will demonstrate that psycho- 
motor reaction is perceptibly quickened. This results 
in liberating much more activity than otherwise would 
take place. Such motor activity is shown in greatly 
increased tendency to talk, and in general motor rest- 
lessness. This condition lasts usually only from five 
to thirty minutes. 

The greatest friend of alcohol must admit that it 
never does actually stimulate the true mental faculties. 
At. its ‘best, it only permits the temporary revelation 
of hidden or restrained mental and motor activity. 

If the dose is beyond the moderate, this stage of 
so-called stimulation will be exeedingly brief; but no 
matter what the dose is, the secondary effect of alcohol 
is of far greater duration and of far”greater impor- 
tance. If it is true that alcohol stimulates, or, at 
least, permits of the liberation of a larger quantity of 
nervous energy for the period of a few minutes, it is 
equally true that even in a moderate dose it exercises 
a distinctly depressive and inhibiting influence upon 
the entire .nervous system, not for minutes, but for 
hours, —in fact, even for days afterwards.. This can 
be readily demonstrated by scientific apparatus, 
which gives the exact time needed for both mental 
and motor reactions, 

As to the soothing effect of alcohol, which I have 
also readily admitted, it is beyond question that the 
same depressive and inhibiting effect can readily be 
demonstrated after the soothing effect has ceased. In 
fact, it is capable of being demonstrated that the 
soothing effect itself constitutes nothing else but an 
increase of inhibition. In other words, the impair- 
ment, in some cases paralysis, of sensitive perceptive 
nervous organism. 

In the third place, the drug certainly causes a man 
to forget his misery, but when alcohol acts thus, its 
effect is in no way different from that of a violent 
blow upon the head, which also causes a man to 
forget. 

I shall not speak of the effect which alcohol has 
upon the blood-vessels, the kidneys, the liver, the 
stomach, and various other organs. I shall confine 
myself strict] - to the problem of nervous and mental 
diseases, even though you wiil readily admit that 
whatever affects the stomach, the kidneys, and other 
organs,—whatever impairs their usefulness, — must 
necessarily also impair the activity and usefulness of 
the nervous system. I will at once admit that this 
secondary effect which alcohol has upon the nervous 
system by impairing general nutrition-and elimination 
is very important indeed ; but for the sake of brevity 
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I shall confine myself entirely to its direct effect upon 
nervous tissue. 

Alcohol is unquestionably a direct and powerful 
poison to the nervous structure. It not only tempo- 
rarily impairs and prevents the activity of nervous 
tissue, but in a measure—though at times very minute 
and almost imperceptible—every dose permanently 
disables the functional activity of those organs. 

Large doses paralyze even the common, sub- 
conscious motor activity. The ethical sense and finer 
reasoning totally disappear during the very earliest 
stages. While this is well-known and acknowledged, 
much is being said and argued about the so-called 
moderate doses, 

What is a moderate dose? On the basis of extensive 
inquiry, it was estimated that the moderate drinker 
consumes between 80 and 100 grams of alcohol 
daily. 

Since, in 1904, the per capita consumption of 
wine and liquor in the United States amounted to 20.3 
gallons, and the figures included all women and chil- 
dren, and since, further, we have few people who 
would care to call themselves anything but moderate, 
it is very evident that the average is much higher 
indeed. 

Accepting the figure, however, for the sake of argu- 
ment, permit me to state most emphatically that such 
and even much less average consumption of alcohol, 
permanently and in steadily increasing degree affects 
the nervous organism, commencing, of course, with 


.the most delicate. 


This is all the more important for us to consider, 
because of a peculiar action of this drug in creating a 
more or less constant desire for its use, so that habitual 
and constantly increasing use of it isa rule rather than 
an exception after the first few doses have been 
taken. 

Whether we believe that our brain originates thought 
and reasoning, or that it simply acts as an instrument 
of transmission and elaboration, it’is evident that 
whatever harms that organ must necessarily result in 
harm to the perceptive faculties, the intellect, and the 
emotional control of the individual. In short, what- 
ever harms that organ impairs and often destroys that 
which makes us.what we are, the kings within crea- 
tion. 

Alcohol .has been found a. direct, unquestionable 


.cause of mental disease in from Io to 40 percent of 


all cases of insanity, this percentage varying with the 
race and the spread of the habit. If less than the 
average—that is, about 20 percent, the correct figure 
in Illinois—is considered, it is evident that out of 
about 9,000 insane now under public supervision and 
care, 1,800 have suffered their mental collapse through 
alcohol alone. 

Far worse in the opinion of a physician is the in- 
fluence of alcohol upon the offspring. I am able to 
quote Dr. Demme in presenting absolutely positive 
comparative data gathered by him. Demme, in order 
to obtain light upon this question, formed two groups 
of parents of ten families each, which he carefully 
followed for twelve years. In the first group were 
parents who drank alcoholic beverages ; in the other 
there was no consumption of liquors. The group of 
drinkers had a total of 57 children. Of these only 
1o-—that is, 173% percent—were fully normal. The 
remainder suffered from various diseases and mal- 
developments, all of them pointing to degeneracy. 
Twenty-five of the children died within the first few 
months of their life. 

In the other group there came 61 children. Of 
these only five died within the 12 years. Four of the 
children suffered later from diseases of the nervous 
system, and two had evidences of mal-development. 
The remainder—that is, 50 children, constituting 81.9 
percent—remained entirely healthy. 

Indirectly, or through heredity, alcohol produces 
epilepsy, imbecility, and many diseases of the nerves. 

One of my most vivid recollections is that of a little 
boy, ten or twelve years old, w.th a patient, sweet, 
though somewhat stupid facial expression. He was 
sent to my department for treatment soon after he 
arrived at the institution. The innocent big eyes of 
the boy turned to me as I examined him. The silent 
appeal was even more pathetic than his words: 
** Doctor, will these spells ever leave me? Can I 
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ever go back to mother? She needs me, doctor, be- 
cause papa, you know, he often comes home sick, 
and sometimes he beats mother, and then she cries.”’ 

Some inquiry positively ascertained the nature of 
that father’s sickness. It was alcoholic intoxication. 
It was alcohol that was responsible for the cruelty 
to thc mother, and it was alcohol in the parent that 
was responsible for the condition of the child. As I 
wrote down opposite the name of my little sufferer the 
name of his disease, ‘‘ epilepsy,’’ somehow my pen 
was not very steady nor my eyesight good. 

But while the case is very pathetic, it is not rare 
There are to-day in this fair state of Illinois about 
8,000 epileptics. More than half of them are chil- 
dren. Nearly two thousand could, if they knew 
enough, justly point their fingers at their father or 
mother or both and say, ‘‘ You are responsible for my 
misery,—you, through the alcohol which made you 
its slave.’’ 

And when most of these children die early, prema- 
turely, usually in horrible convulsions, with their poor 
little limbs drawn together in spasms, and their child 
faces purple and twitching, from the physician's 
standpoint the case is a case of murder, and the name 
of the murderer is Alcohol. 


a oe 
A Dry City’s Seven Months’ Record 
By Lee McCrae 
ai HAT effect does prohibition have on the city 


of Birmingham, Alabama, with its large 
industries and its mixed population ?’’ 

The question is often asked, and many and diverse 
are the answers. Since facts, not exhortations nor 
Opinions, are wanted by the Sunday-school teachers 
for use in the lesson of September 27, a few figures 
are given here—figures that talk loudly and unan- 
swerably from the police court of this young city. 

Prohibition has been in force but seven months. 
In comparison with the same seven months of 1907 
the records say : 


Jan. To Juty Jaw. To Jury Percent 

ARRESTS 1907 1908 ECREASE 
For drunkenness .... . 1297 342 73 
Disorderly conduct. . ... 88x 44° 50 
Assault and battery. . . . & 307 48 
Assault to murder . 4 22 58 


And this for a new law and a town full of whisky 
to start with! Remember in this connection that 
the interstate commerce law permits liquors to be 
shipped in for home storage and consumption. Of 
course under such. conditions. there are. ‘blind 
tigers,’’ but our governor, : sheriff, chief of police, 
and judges of the courts meet frequently in private 
session to devise means for driving these out, so 
that illicit vendors are fast becoming fewer... 

The last grand jury, just before adjournment, said 
in their report : ‘‘ We congratulate our county upon 
the beneficial effect of prohibition. It is a fact that 
crime is largely on the decrease.'' Their records in 
detail were given to support this. 

The Masonic fraternity in district session passed 
strong resolutions ‘‘ favoring the new law,'’ and urg- 
ing the individual Masons to give it every pussible 
support. 

Even with so short a trial, with the added difficulties of 
a financial panic, much idleness, and a miners’ strike, 
the effect of the law has been such that Governor 
Comer, who had stood for local option, and Mayor 
Ward, who believed in high license, have both come 
out unequivocally for the prohibitory measure ; while 
many mine owners and manufacturers, seeing its 
good results among their workmen, have been forced 
to endorse it. 

During the Confederate Reunion, which met here 
in June, 50,000 visitors came to town, and 250,000 
fares were registered by the street-cars in a single 
day ; yet in the throng and excitement there was not 
an accident, nor a fight, nor a disturbance of any 
kind. ‘‘It was a combination of providence and pro- 
hibition,’’ declared the chief of police. ‘*To keep 
from locking up in jail any of the city’s guests, we 
had a room filled with cots in the city building to 
which the men were to take drunken veterans. Not 
one of these was occupied."’ 

Prohibition does not eliminate all drunkenness. 
The law against murder, with all its hideous penalties, 
does not succeed in stopping that crime, yet it has 
been on all statute books since Moses’ time, and no 
one asks its repeal. But with a decrease in drunken- 
ness of seventy-three percent, we people in Alabama 
consider our new law a success. 

BIRMINGHAM, AbA. 
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OOD prayers and good sermons of 1608 
and 1708 differ from the good sermon 
and prayer of 1908 less than many im- 
agine; but the old-time service of song 
was vastly different from our church 
music to-day. The low condition of 

music in the churches until the opening of the nine- 
teenth century was not the result of Puritan influences, 
as many fancy, nor was it peculiar to the Dissenting 
services, to the Puritan, Presbyterian, or Congrega- 
tional churches ; poor music was heard even in the 
formal services of the Church of Rome, and the music 
of the Established Church was (says an old writer of 
the sixteenth century) nothing but ‘‘ whining, toling, 
yelling and shreaking."’ 

There was as little conventionality of phrasing in 
the earliest church records, as there was of spelling ; 
so both phraseology and orthography can often give 
us a hearty laugh to-day without the slightest disre- 
spect to the clerk who made the record or the church 
of which the record was made; it is a privilege 
affcrded us by the years that have elapsed since the 
entries were made. When a church recorder informs 
us that the Psalms ‘‘ were sung in such a jesticulous 
tone and altitonant voyce viz: squeaking like a pigg 
which doth not only interrupt the other voyces but is 
altogether dissonant ‘and disagreeing unto any musi- 
call harmonie,’’ we know what he means, and. are 
grateful for his plain speech, even though it seems 
slightly droll to us. : 

‘The records of English churches give ample proof 
that nothing worthy the name of sacred music could 
be heard within the sacred walls. This condition 
was simply one of the results of the neglect and in- 
difference which had become universal in regard to 
all the services of*the Church of England, a result of 
what seemed to be a stagnation of religious faith and 
neglect of religious observances. The zealous Puritan 
swept away the church organs because he saw in them 
the empty symbols which had taken the place of a 
true service of song ; but he clung with almost the 
only passionate outburst of his whole life to psalm- 
singing ; and he honored the poor, meager church 
music that remained to him with a tenderness almost 
beyond belief. His few and simple tunes were sung 
as well as he was able, and even so austere a Puritan 
as Judge Sewall was moved to tears by them. When- 
ever a Puritan heard the sound of the singing of a 
psalm—even on an open road—he bared his head as 
in the very presence of God. 

In a light, half-scoffing poem of many verses, 
written by Arthur Hugh Clough, are these two lines of 
deep suggestion, They often come to my thought, as 
I see their truth proved in scenes of modern life, and 
their truth was proved in the history of New England 
Puritanism : 





*« There is some great truth, partial very likely, but needful, 
Lodged, I am strangely sure, in the tones of an English 
psalm tune,’’ 


So low was the condition of music in New England 
churches that the simple tunes called Oxford, Litch- 
field, Low Dutch, Windsor, York, Cambridge, 
St. David's, and Martyrs, were the only tunes known 
and sung in Boston churches. It has been said that 
the thought of reform when deeply needed ever comes 
from many minds at the sametime. Certainly the 
necessity of reform in church singing filled the minds 
of many New England preachers, and essays and ser- 
mons appeared simultaneously on the subject, As 
long as the custom of ‘‘lining the psalm’’ obtained, 
—that is, of reading a single line and then singing 
it,—there could be no thought of good music. Just 
try sometime ‘‘lining out’’ a psalm and singing it 
without the support of any musical instrument, and 
see how you get on, even with modern voices and 
methods. 

‘The records of New England churches throughout 
the eightcenth century contain abundant proofs of the 
interest felt in psalm singing, and the determination 
of the church members to have good singing. Two 
firm parties existed ; one determined to improve and 





One of a series of several papers by this widely-known and 


« “charmiag writer on New England manners and customs in 


colonial times. Later papers will take up ‘‘ The Bible in the 
Puritan Church,"’ and *‘ Puritan Preachers."’ 


reform church singing ; another, a band of ‘old 
fogies,"" who opposed all changes. ‘The latter ad- 
vanced numerous reasons for their stand : that the 
names of the notes were blasphemous ; that the new 
modes of singing were popish ; that it would intro- 
duce costly musical instruments into the churches ; 
that ‘* praying by: rule would succeed singing by rule.’’ 
The parsons took an active part in the controversy, 
and finally Cotton Mather wrote a pacificatory letter 
which smoothed the troubled waters. When psalm 
and hymn-books became plentiful enough to make 
‘‘lining out’’ unnecessary, the singing at once im- 
proved. To this day ‘‘lining out’’ is still practised 
in poor and ignorant communities, such as those of 
the southern mountaineers, where hymn-books are 
scarce, and all cannot read who can buy books. 
Sternhold and Hopkins’ Metrical Psalms and 
Ainsworth’s Psalms were used in England at the time 
of the settlement of America. Sternhold’s Psalms 
seem curiously antique in form and wording, but we 
must recall that they were published in 1549, when 
Sternhold had but one great predecessor in English 
poesy, Chaucer. Much amusement has been found 
by critics in picking out odd or clumsy verses or in- 
elegant expressions from these versified psalms, I 
find nothing ridiculous about them ; they seem to me 
wonderfully vigorous and impressive even when un- 
melodious and uneven. The variation of word mean- 
ing often gives an absurd appearance to what, when 
written, was a word of force. Thus to ‘‘ give thy foes 
arap’’ meant a heavy blow ; ‘‘ my silly soul uptake”’ 
did not mean silly as used to-day. The force of plain- 
speaking phrases is often inelegant, as in these lines : 


** Divide them, Lord, and from them pull 
Their devilish double-tongue.’’. 


We can see throughout them that little thought was 
given.to elegant expression, and much to sincerity. 
Ainsworth’s Psalm-book has been. described so ex- 
cellently well in blank verse by Longfellow that we 
scarcely need to add other words. When John Alden 
came to woo the fair Priscilla to be the wife of the 
warlike captain, Myles Standish, the lovely young 
girl sat singing ; 
* Open wide on her lap lay the well-worn psalm-book of 
Ainsworth, 
Printed in Amsterdam, the words and music together 
Rough-hewn angular notes, like stones in the wall of a 
church-yard 
Darkened and overhung by the running vine of the verses ; 
Such was the book from whose pages she sang the old 
Puritan anthem,’’ 


Any one who has ever seen a copy of Ainsworth’s 
Psalm-book knows well that Longfellow had seen one 
also ; for the book is large and thin and opens wide ; 
and the notes are the irregularly lozenge-shaped 
‘« pricks ’’ of old Elizabethan ‘‘ prick-songs,’’ and are 
indeed rough-hewn like stones. The heavy vine of 
the verses is the hearry black lettertype. The psalms 
are all in common meter, in lines alternating of six 
and eight syllables, 

The first book printed in New England is naturally 
now its rarest one; in such a community that book 
was of course a psalm-book. Since it was printed in 
the colony at Massachusetts Bay it was known as the 
Bay Psalm-book. Only seven copies are known to 
exist ; the last one sold in public sale brought twelve 
hundred dollars. They are dingy, shabby little 
books, and are almost as poor an example of verse- 
making as exists in the English language. 

The use of sacred hymns in public worship came 
as gratefully to New England Christians after these 
trying renderings of the Psalms as comes a fresh 
breeze to a parched land ; but their rigid Puritan 
consciences made them hesitate and question as to 
acceptance. In 1736 the ministers in Boston dis- 
cussed and doubted the propriety of singing ‘‘ hymns 
of mere human composure’’ in meeting. Watts’ 
hymns were the ones in question ; and very soon, in 
spite of all fears and rigid doubts, they were adopted 
everywhere with rejoicing. Their unusual fitness for 
use in divine worship has been amply proved by the 
fact that they never have been supplanted, and 
scarcely equaled by the work of any other English 
hymn composer. For nearly two centuries Watts’ 
hymns have been sung, and, what is more, have been 
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loved. They have for us to-day not only an inherent 
devotional spirit, but have also acquired, so 
many years of use and intimate association, a power 
partaking of the force of biblical quotation ; they 
seem truly sacred words. Can any New Englander 
forget the hymns of his childhood, written by Watts, 
such as the one beginning— 


” fo to the world, the Lord is come, 
t earth receive her king,’’ 


in which the jubilant music is so gloriously wedded 
to the words, Or— 


** When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of Glory died.’’ 


Or the noble hymn— 


** There is a land of pure delight 
Where saints immortal reign.”’ 


Or the trusting words of the hymn— 


‘* Thus far the Lord hath led me on, 
Thus far his power prolongs my days.”’ 


And then there is the ever-revered stanza— 
‘* From all that dwell below the skies.”’ 


Oh, how happy, how exalted in spirit, those New 
England Christians must have been when they first 
learned the tunes and words of these stirring and true 
hymns ; it is one of the few things of their spiritual 
life which we can envy. 


Brooktyn, N. Y. 


tad 
What Nobody Else Thought to Do 


By Laura M. Gemmill , 


T THE close of a three months’ vacation spent in 

my home town, I called ona friend one glori- 

ous day, hoping she would go with me for a 
tramp into the country. 

I found her taking periodical peeps into her kitchen 
oven, and expressed my surprise that she should 
miserably choose cake-baking on a September after- 
noon when she could do her soul good instead by 
getting away into fields and woods. 

‘«Oh, but it is a wedding-cake !’’ she said. «It 
must bake for hours and hours !’’ and her face beamed 
as if the pleasure she was having was in proportion to 
the number of ‘‘ hours and hours,’’ 

‘* Whose wedding?’’ I asked in surprise, for her 
friends were my friends, and it astonished me that a 
right hand had not let a left hand know what it was 
doing, although it had stirred a wedding-cake. 

‘«Qh, the bride-to-be is a dear girl in our Sunday- 
school who hasn't a home of her own to be married 
in, and I couldn't bear to think of her having no cel- 
ebration at all. No, I’m not surprised that you do 
not recall her. She isa quiet body. I think few of 
our people know her, but: she has been so faithful, 
never missing a Sunday-school or Christian Endeavor 
service. The thought of her going out of our church 
home not noticed or remembered seemed too heartless, 
I have my pretty home and my happy family about 
me, and why shouldn't it make me all the happier to 
ask Helen White and her little circle of most intimate 
friends to come here and celebrate her wedding ? 
After the ceremony we shall sit down to a little supper 
together, and how pleasant it will be for her to re- 
member in the years to come !”’ 

I left the house thinking over that motive. Such 
a small thing to plan and execute, comparing it with 
the thought castles carried into reality this very sum- 
mer in her circle alone. 

Nearly all her friends had entertained in one fashion 
or another-— porch parties, progressive luncheons, 
morning musicales. 

The demands upon her time and purse were such 
that she could give but one party this season, so this 
young woman chose to look upon this opportunity 
as a loving obligation. 

No one else had thought of it. There were those 
in her club and in her church set who carried the 
bags containing alms for the slums and nuggets of 
gold for foreign missions among the heathen. These 
bags were always a little heavier because of her self- 
denyings, but had she not‘caught the spirit of truest 
giving when she found the courage in her heart to do 
the additional, unnecessary, and altogether unpopu- 
lar thing, because she knew that while the poor she 
should always have with her, Christ, in the guise of 
this humble, faithful Christian worker, she should not 
always have ? 


CHICAGO. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


OW many in this class have ever seen a drunken 
man? And when was it that you saw a 
drunken man for the first time? You can’t 

remember? Neithercan I. We have always seen 
them, and known what they were, as far back as we 
can remember. Did men ever get drunk when our 
parents were children? How many years back does 
drunkenness go? Well, nobody knows, but this we 
do know, that it s back at least to the age of the 
flood; for Noah . himself, even after God’s great de- 
liverance, fell into this sin. Drunkenness probably 
was common in the centuries of sin before the flood. 
Does it seem a little strange that, if sensible men and 


‘women have known about its terrible dangers and 


o 


an 


destructiveness for thousands of years, they have 
not given-up drinking liquor and so crushed out 
drunkenness? Why have they not done so yet? 
North America is to-day in the midst of the biggest 
and most encouraging fight with the liquor business 
that the world has ever known. The prophets— 
mostly women—who have been urging the nations 
of Canada and the United States to wake up to the 
danger and fight it, are at last being listened to. 
Give the facts, typical of hundreds of towns now, in 
iss McCrae’s article on page 443.) But let us see 
whether the *‘temperance problem,” if it is as old 
as we have seen, was something entirely different 
in the old days. We have a chance to study a mes- 
sage of warning that a prophet and temperance orator 
living about 2600 years ago uttered to his people. 


The Teaching of the Lesson 
Begin, after thus leading up to the lesson, by 


‘making the historical situation as to — and 


Assyria as plain and interesting to the class as you 
You will find a for this in Professor Beech- 
er's paragraph on “Time,” -and his comment on 
verses 11-12; and in Mr. Gordon’s first two para- 
graphs. Of what modern nation was it charged that, 
in the hour of warfare and national peril, the safety 
of the empire was imperilled by the dissipation and 
indifference of the nobility ? (Russia.) Judah was on 
the verge of being swooped down upon and destroyed; 
yet the men who were responsible for her government 
and safety were living in reckless revelry. 

And now let us see just what Isaiah’s charge was. 
What did he say was happening and would happen, 
as a result of this age-old sin of drinking ? 

At this point, have all in the class turn to their 
Bibles and let each verse in the lessompassage be 
scrutinized by all, in order to discover every possible 
fact or point that Isaiah wanted his hearers to think 
about, in connection with drink. Do not let the class 
pass i10m one verse to the next until the points of 
that verse have -been brought out; and have one 
member make a list of all the points as they are dis- 
covered and announced by different pupils. 

Here, for example, are some of the facts as to the 
drink-evil as it existed 2,600 years ago: 

Verse 11.—It monopolizes a man; starts him at it 
early in the day, an _—_ him at it late into the 
night (use Mr. Ridgway’s first paragraph). 

he stuff is strong, never weak (use John L. 
Sullivan’s advice to Jeffries; sixth Round-Table Illus- 
tration). 

It inflames; sets a man on fire and burns him up. 

Verse 12.—Even music, innocent and beautiful as 
it is in itself, may be made a snare for drinking (Mr. 
Ridgway’s second paragraph enforces this in plain 
present-day samenege) 

Verses 12, 19.—-It leads one steadily away from God 
(notice Professor Beecher’s comment on-vs. 18-19). 

Verse 13.—It makes slaves of men, and causes 
senselessness. ys Ridgway’s third paragraph lists 
various kinds of fools; notice also the second and 
fourth Round-Table Ilustrations. ) 

Verses 13, 15.—It knows no distinctions in rank, 
destroying the ‘‘blue-blooded” and the ‘*common 
people” with equal ease. (See Mr. Pierson’s second 
paragraph. ) 

Verse 14.—The place of the dead actually has to be 
enlarged to take in all its victims; that is the goal of 
the pride and wealth of Judah’s nobles. (See Pro- 
fessor Beecher’s comment on vs. 13-16. 


Verse 17.—The nation will be devastated and be- _ 


come nothing but pasturage for lambs and retreats 
for tramps. (See Professor Beecher’s comment on 
v. 17, and the fifth Round-Table Illustration.) 

Verse 18.—It results in a reckless abandonment, its 
victims helping it along with falsehood. (See Pro- 
fessor Beecher’s comment on vs. 18-19.) 

Verse 20.—It finally prevents one. from knowing 
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Isaiah § : 11-23. Commit verses 22, 23 


Golden Text: Wine is a mocker, strong drink a brawler.—Proverbs 20: I 


tr Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning, that 


} they may follow strong drink ; that tarry late into the night, 
} till wine inflame them ! 
tabret and the pipe, and wine, are i their feasts; but they | 


12 And the harp and the lute, the 


regard not the work of Jehovah, neither have they considered 
the operation of his hands. 

13 Therefore my a are gone into captivity for lack of 
knowledge ; and ! their honorable men are famished, and their 
multitude are parched with thirst. 14 ‘Therefore Sheol hath 
enlarged its desire, and opened its mouth without measure ; 
and their glory, and their multitude, and their ? pomp, and he 
that rejoiceth among them, descend inéo it. 15 And the mean 
man is bowed down, and the great man is humbled, and the 
eyes of the lofty are humbled: 16 but Jehovah of hosts is ex- 
alted in justice, and God the Holy One is sanctified in right- 
eousness, 17 Then shall the lambs feed as in their pasture, 
and the waste places of the fat ones shall § wanderers eat." 

18 Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords of false- 
hood, and sin as it were with a cart rope ; 19 that say, Let him 
make speed, let him hasten his work, that we may see it ; and 
let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw nigh and come, 
that we may know it! 20 Woe unto them that call evil good, 
and good evil ; that put darkness for light, and light for dark- 
ness ; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! 21 Woe 
unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their 
own sight! 22 Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, 
and men of strength to mingle strong drink ; 23 that justify the 
wicked for a bribe, and take away the righteousness of the 
righteous from him ! 


1 Heb. their glory are men of famine. * Or, tumult *Or, sojourners 
The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 
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The Fanatic’s Place 


OE unto them that are wise in their own eyes 
(v. 27). Accertain man, journeying from the 
cradle to the grave, fell among saloon-keepers, 
who took his money, ruined his name, destroyed his 
reason, and then turned him into the street. A 
moderate drinker passed by, looked at him, and said: 
‘*Serves him right; he is a fool to get drunk.” A 
politician voter, passing, looked at him and said: 
‘*The brute! he is not fit to live; he is.a disgrace to 
his family.” But a ‘‘ fanatic ””—so-called—seeing him, 
had compassion, raised him up, assisted him to his 
home, ministered to his wants and those of his family, 
got him to sign the pledge, pointed him to ‘‘the Lamb 
of God that taketh away the sin of the world,” and 
left him in comfort and happiness. Who, think you, 
was the friend of humanity, the saloon-keeper, the 
moderate drinker, the politician, or the ‘‘ fanatic” ?— 
W. R. Clark, Newchurch, via Manchester, Eng. 
From The Sunday School Chronicle. 








good from bad, right from wrong, light from dark- 
ness, sweet from bitter. 

Verse 21.—It gives one inordinate and unfounded 
self-conceit. 

Verse 22,—The mixing of fancy drinks beéomes 
one’s pride and chief interest. 

Verse 23.—The taking of bribes and the official 
protection of wrong-doers is a natural result. 


Now let us run through the list that we have made 
out and see how many of the points are true of in- 
temperance to-day. All of them? Then it is the 
same old story, repeated over and over through the 

ears? Don’t you think it would be sensible for ws, 
in this class, to keep absolutely clear of all these 
dangers throughout our life, and to do all that we can 
to keep other people clear of them too? One of the 
best ways to do this is to turn off the spigot instead 
of mopping up the ground (second II]lustration). When 
this has been done everywhere, perhaps the next 
generation won’t know what the sight of a drunken 
man on the street is. 


Light-Gleams from the Lesson -Writers 
(The numerals refer to paragraghs in the lesson-articles in this issue.) 


No better teaching plan for a temperance lesson could be 
had than that described by Mr. Foster this week. It will 
fit a girls’ class as well as a boys’, stimulate curiosity, hold 
attention, and impart substantial information about the 
present temperance situation. 

An interesting Talmudic legend of how Satan helped 
Noah to prepare his vineyard (Mackie). 

What the old skipper said when the mission boat had re- 
placed a rum-ship in the North Sea fishing-fleets (Pierson, 
2, 3). 

The curse of rum-selling (Ridgway, last). 

The new temperance preacher from Russia (Gordon, 
last two. paragraphs). 

A very practical anti-saloon object-lesson for young 
children (Bryner, 2-5). 

The thread and cord object-lesson on drink’s captivity 
(Bryner, 6-7). 

How to study the chapter as a whole (Sanders, Section I). 






Difficult Points Explained 
By Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


How to Locate this Lesson 


LACE, — Judah and the surrounding region. 
Persons.— Members of the leading classes in 
Judah. 

Time.—That is a matter of difference of opinion. 
My view is as follows: Ramman-nirari of Assyria 
and his predecessors had subjugated the whole re- 
gion excepting Judah. A decadence of the Assyrian 

wer followed, permitting Jeroboam II of northern 
east to make conquests and become overlord of the 

ples from the Mediterranean to the Euphrates. 
On his death Uzziah of eye succeeded to the over- 
lordship. These were the times of success and lux- 
ury so vividly pictured by Amos and Isaiah. Then 
the Assyrian power revived. We have the mutilated 
inscriptions of an Assyrian king who is subjugating 
and punishing the poe that have. revolted to 
Uzziah. Ata critical time Uzziah was incapacitated 
by leprosy (2 Kings 15:5; 2 Chron. 26: 16-21), and 
the administration fell into inexperienced hands (see 
Isa. 3: 4, 12). In such circumstances as these the 
prophetic discourse in Isaiah 2-4 anticipates a horrible 
overthrow, presumably by the Assyrians, and chap- 
ter 5 contemplates the overthrow as having befallen. 
Perhaps about 765 B.C., though most Assyriologists 
at present make it about 740 B.C. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 


Verses 11-12.— Woe unto them that rise up: Bet- 
ter, ‘‘ Woe to them, they rise up.” The prophet is 
speaking of a definite group of. persons, the leading 
people of Judah, though the type belongs to all races 
and times.—Zar/y in the morning: They are full 
of enterprise.—Late into the night: They are indus- 
trious and persevering.—Harp ... lute... wine: 
But the end of their enterprise and industry is mere 
luxury and dissipation.._7hey regard not the work 
of Jehovah: As leaders they are under obligation to 
understand current events, providential leadings, 
the duties of the hour, and they neglect this because 
they are so occupied with society pleasures. 

Verses 13-16.—Therefore.: Certain results follow 
their giving themselves to dissipation to the neglect 
of public duty.—Sheol hath enlarged its desire: 
Better, ‘‘ hath enlarged itself” (see King James Ver- 
sion). There has been a great disaster, and the 
slain are so many that the world of the dead has to 
be enlarged in order to receive them all.—7heir 
glory, and their multitude: Aristocrats and common 
people alike.—7he mean man, etc.... Jehovah of 
hosts, etc.: Repeated from an earlier discourse (Isa. 
2:9,11, 17) The prophet says that the threat which 
he previously uttered has now been executed. 

Verse 17.—The execution of the threat will con- 
tinue. The rich afable country will become a de- 
ne pasture-land, and the handsome dwellings 
will become ruins, where transient people will occa- 
sionally stop for a wayside meal. 

Verses 18-19.— Woe to them, they draw iniquity 
with cords: As in verse 11 this torm of translation 

ives the meaning better. Their dissipated habits 

ave rendered these leaders reckless in wrong-doing. 
Their wickedness is too large a load to carry, and so 
they take a cart and haul it.— W2th cords of false- 
hood : They could not defend the course they pursue 
by true arguments; oni agg Peon to false arguments. 
—Let him make speed; Here is one of their false 
arguments. The prophet has called their attention 
to what Jehovah will bring upon them in the future 
as the consequences of their conduct, and they reply 
defiantly. hat care they for the future? They 
a, a to live in the present. The future is invisi- 

le and uncertain, If Jehovah has any future plans 
for them, let him hurry up. The time to deal with 
trouble will be when trouble comes.—7at we may 
see... that we may know: They refuse to believe 
in the invisible, and therefore they refuse to take 
measures to prevent preventable evil. 

Verses 20-23.— Woe to them, they call evil good, 
... put darkness for light, etc.: Those who live for 
sensuous enjoyments, to the exclusion of higher aims, 


‘generally have the habit of deceiving themselves, 


calling things by wrong names. This makes them 
difficult to reason with and convince.— Wise in their 
own eyes, etc.: Those who are most self-satisfied are 
often those who have the least reason to be so.— 

ustify the wicked, etc.: In judicial proceedings. 

heir dissipated habits unfit them for clear-headed 
decisions, and alsv lead them into expenses in order 
to meet which they need ill-gotten gains. 


Avusurn, N. Y. i 
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An Interior View 
By S. D. Gordon 


HIS is an inside view. The other side, the 

outside, is given in the Kings and Chronicles. 

It is much the pleasanter of thetwo. The king 

is making the record-reign for length, and certainly 

a record-reign for material prosperity. The nation’s 

enemies have been decisively defeated in battle, sur- 

rounding nations forced to pay tribute, and the army 

put into unusually fine shape for both defensive and 
aggressive operations, 

The national limits have been extended. It was a 

reat building era. Jerusalem, the capital city, has 
a reatly strengthened and beautified. The com- 
mon industries of the country by which the people 
earned their money and fattened their savings were 
unusually a under the king’s shrewd man- 
agement and helpful patronage. The king’s name 
and fame were praised both at home and in foreign 
capitals. That's the outer view. 

With the material prosperity there has developed 
a moral degeneracy. hile the land is yielding 
great crops the inner life of the nation is covered u 
with a fungus growth that tells of unhealthy condi- 
tions. Wealth has grown a grasping, selfish spirit 
of monopoly. The small farmers were crowded out 
by those ambitious for large estates, and able to 
gratify their wishes. Poverty increased with the 
increase of wealth. Low moral standards prevailed 
in business. The courts of justice were tainted. 
Bribes were common. 

Religion was at low ebb. God was forgot. 
was open and bold. The preacher was sneered at. 
And, of course, dissipation was common. The 
brewers and distillers ae and helped the 
royal revenues, Such a shrewd king as Uzziah 
wouldn’t neglect such a fruitful source of national 
revenue. Drinking increased. Feasting, with free 
flow of wine and lively music, filled the night hours. 
Revelers, with unsteady step and leering, bleary 
eyes, kept tally on the small hours of the morning. 
It’s a sorry picture Isaiah paints. 

It is good to get the inside view of things, in the 
nation, in the church, in society, and in one’s own 
life. You needn’t bother so much about the outside. 
But it is of first importance to have a good inside. 
Things always work from within out. A good inte- 
rior in character will make a good exterior. White- 
washing is apt to become quite common when things 
inside won't stand close inspection. The Master 
seemed to think it covered up some } ren bad stuff 
in his day, decaying men’s bones and the like. How 
is it with you, inside, to-day ? 

There are certain se that always seem to grow 
up together. ‘' Birds of a feather flock together.” 
It might be less pleasant, but more truthful, some- 
times to change the rhetoric: vermin of a kind swarm 
together. Swamps and weeds and snakes keep com- 
pany. Petty patting of one’s self contentedly on the 
oe 4 tags in close behind success of any kind. It 
takes a strong, lively hand to keep it chased off. 
And a growing ignorance goes in company with the 
narrow, self-satisfied patting. 

Doing questionable things, and then things so bad 
that they’re no longer questionable, follows close on the 
heels of ignorance, both natural ignorance and in- 
tentional ignorance. Then moral thick-headedness, 
and a sort of moral color-blindness, twins that 
always travel together, have their baggage moved in 
for a prolonged stay. 

It is no mere chance that couples drinking and 
drunkards with the other bad things in this week's 
lesson. Notice some of drink’s companions here. A 
disregard of God; a thoughtlessness of his presence, 
and power, and care, by which life’s common sweets 
are continually supplied to us; ‘‘ lack of knowledge;” 
personal slavery, chain and ball, and taskmaster’s 
cracking whip, not outwardly yet, but not less real; 
beter ps hand-and-glove with sin; strangely con- 
fused ideas of right and wrong; perverted tastes; a 
thick self-conceit wrapped snugly about; giving and 
taking of bribes. It’s an ugly list, alcohol’s cata- 
logue; but only partial. 

These men in the lesson story are habitual drunk- 
ards. I suppose some of them were aristocratic drunk- 
ards, likely, not just the common gutter kind. Like 
arich man I knew, who had a man employed to go with 
him on his drinking bouts, with instructions when a 
certain stage was reached to call a cab and take him 
home and put him to bed. And some were likely 

r, who made their wives and children pay the 
ills with their wretched lives. Some went to a 
‘*rum-shop,” and some had the silver-tipped bottle 
and thin glass on a mahogany Bre selise 4 But all 
alike were just common drunkards. 

They were in the superlative degree. They had 
begun in the positive degree, and gradually worked 
down, and lower down. ‘They present a good future 
photograph, true to life, of the man who is just be- 
ginning with a ‘‘little light wine,” or ‘** low-percent- 
-. beer. The first drink is the first step on the 

“plank. But it is a greased plank, -with a sharp slant 
and no side-rails. 

A new temperance preacher has arisen. 


Sin 


He comes 
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from a very unlikely quarter. Those who think that 
no good can come outof the Russian Nazareth should 
sit up and take notice. The common drink of Russia 
is a stuff called vodka. It is a sort of whiskey or 
brandy, distilled from rye, or, much of the commoner 
sort, from potatoes. A commission was appointed to 
study the liquor question in Russia with a view to 
correcting evils connected with it. 

Its recent report takes front rank in temperance 
literature. It recommends that the imperial label 
that has been in use on liquor bottles should be dis- 
carded, as it endorses what is bad. In its place, the 
commission recommends that each bottle be labeled 
with skull and cross-bones, as being more appropri- 
ate. And in addition, that beneath the death-signa- 
ture should be printed a warning, that the stuff 
would better not be used at all; but if used it should 
be in very small quantities. 


NANTUCKET, Mass. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D. D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the 
Anglo-American Congregation in Beyrout 


SUGGESTIVE Oriental appreciation of the in- 
fluence of intoxicants is given in the Jewish 
Talmud. It is there related that when Noah, 

after the flood, began to prepare a vineyard, Satan 
met him and asked him what he was doing. On 
hearing about the produce expected from the vine- 
yard, Satan proposed to help him, and Noah ac- 
cepted his offer of assistance. On the next day 
his colleague appeared with a lamb, a lion, and a 

ig! He sacrificed these on the ground which 
Nah had marked out, and thus their blood with 
its life went into the very soil of the vineyard. 
In consequence of this, the writer proceeds to ex- 
plain, whoever drinks one cup or glass of wine feels 
a happy and harmless buoyancy of mind. This is 
the lamb in the wine. He who doubles the quantity 
gets a feeling of bold ferocity, and longs for the glee 
of battle. This is from the bloodof the lion. Finally, 
the expectation of the designer is that, according to 
the common law of stimulants, the attractiveness of 
the first two stages will lead on to the third stage,— 
the common coarseness of the common pig’ 

The exhilaration is short-lived, and is followed by 
still deeper depression. The pany that promised 
to lead into a fairy-land of achievement loops round 
and leaves one amid haggard and hopeless realities. 
And so, ‘‘ Wine is a mocker,” 


BEYROUT, SYRIA. 
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A Curse and Its Cure 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan L. Pierson 


SAIAH, the statesman of Judah, and Joseph Cham- 
berlain, the statesman of Great Britain, agree as 
to the curse of intemperance. 

Joseph Chamberlain recently had this to say on in- 
temperance in England: ‘Drink is the curse of the 
country. It ruins the fortunes, it injures the health, 
it destroys the lives of one out of twenty of the popu- 
lation. If we could destroy the taste for strong 
drink, our taxes would be reduced by one million 
pounds, our jails and workhouses would be practi- 
cally empty, and more lives would be saved in a 
year than are consumec in a century of warfare.”. 

The missions have to fight against this among 
other evils, and the surest cure for intemperance is 
found to be the gospel of Christ. Among the deep- 
sea fishermen in the North Sea the: fishing fleets 
were formerly always accompanied by a rum-ship 
that dealt fire-water, poverty, and death to all the 
men. 

One old skipper who remembers the old days, and 
has seen the mission-boat drive out the rum-ship,— 
overcoming evil with good,—recently said to Mr. 
Walter Wood, a missionary: ‘‘ No, sir, the rum-ship 
don’t dare to show his nose amongst the fleeters now- 
a-days. Many’s the smart smack that’s been lost 
through him, and many’s the home that’s been ruined 
and the life that’s been lost. Time after time I’ve 
spent my last penny on board the ‘old Dutchman,’ 
and I’ve seen boat-ioads of gear swapped for drink. 
But the mission-ship drove the coper (rum-ship) off, 
and gave us a place where we can get good things at 
cost price, and where we can have books and papers 
to read and medicine and a doctor and 4 place to get 
well without goin’ home and losin’ a berth. No, sir, 
we're none of us worse for not drinkin’ nothin’ 
stronger nor tea, or for goin’ to the mission-ship in- 
stead of to the old Dutchman’s coper and drinkin’ 
that murderous stuff.” 

It is with the gospel of Christ and the good things 
of eternal life that the missionaries are overcoming 
the evils—degradation, ruin, and death—that accom- 
pany intemperance. 


Brook.iyn, N. Y. 
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The Busy Man’s Corner 


j By William H. Ridgway 


OE unto them that rise up early in the morn- 
ing, that they may follow strong drink 
(v. 11). The other day I saw the dog catcher 
going “ the street with a forlorn-looking dog fol- 
owing him. There was an old clothes-line around 
the dog’s neck, and the dog catcher had the other 
end of it. This is how the ‘early birds” follow 
strong drink. When I was a ‘‘cub” learning my 
trade I used to pass the hotel every morning. In one 
end of the cellar was the bar, and in the other end 
the barber-shop. There was a door between. It 
was remarkable how many citizens got a shave before 
breakfast. Yet every one of them, when young fel- 
lows like pee could **take a drink or let it alone.” 
ae would have laughed had you suggested they 
would ever stand shivering on a frosty morning wait- 
ing for the barkeep to get up. The morning thirst 
means the serpent has struck. Only one cure for 
snake-bite (John 3 : 14, 15). 


The harp and the lute, the tabret and the pipe, 
and wine, are in their feasts (v. 12). This was 
written 2,600 years ago. It really was. Mr. Rum is 
always the same old Mr. Rum,—in Noah’s day, in 
Isaiah’s, and in yours. This full orchestra and the 
champagne is what you have when you goin. When 

ou come out it is the noise of curses and—well, no- 
knows what it is; they call it whisky. You 
don’t need cut-glass, bright silver, crisp linen, and 
flowers when you have a full-grown appetite. Corn- 
bread and bacon on a log. Up on the Boulevard, in 
the Palm-rooms under the crystal, is where the music 
sweetly calls, ‘‘ Eat, drink, and be merry, for the 
Thirst is born!” Down-town groggeries have no 
music, don’t need any; the Thirst is full-grown. 
George, I heard you were up at the New Onyx- 
Mahogany last night, with some lively fellows. ‘*Oh, 


I just went to hear the music.” Well, they have it 
there expressly for fellows like you. The bar pays 
for it. Don’t be a fool (Prov. 12:15; Psa. 107: 
17-19). 


For lack of knowledge (v. 13). 
a person who has no knowledge? A fool, an igno- 
ramus, an idiot. I wanted, under this verse, some 
adjectives to qualify the fool who in this day of 
countless warnings permits himself to be trapped by 
the devil with drink-bait. So I took down my Rabe- 
lais. In chapter 38 there are listed three pages of 
fools,—two hundred and forty-one kinds of fools, all 
nicely tabulated. Here are some I have selected: 
Nestling, ar oy and Youngling fools; Flitty, Giddy, 
and Unsteady fools; Cup-shotten and Swilling fools; 
Swollen and Puffed-up fools; Wretched and Heart- 
less fools; Beetle-headed fools. When I struck this 
last one I thought of the June-bug which flies head- 
long into the lamp and drops quivering on my paper. 
Who likes a drunken man? Who wants a drunken 
one? One of our hotel-keepers advertised for a man 
to drive an old cow back and forth to pasture. His 
advertisement wound up, ‘‘sober man only.” That 
advertisement made one of his best customers a tee- 
totaler. It started him thinking. Said he: ‘' Mr. 
Ridgway, the drunkard- maker wouldn't trust his 
choicest product to drive his old cow.” 


Hell hath enlarged herself (v. 14, Auth. Ver.). 
It is something awful how men are rushing into 
the mouth of hell through strong drink. Hotel prop- 
erties all over the land increase in value as no 
other property. Without a bar theywon’t pay. A 
hotel property here in this town increased from 
$20,000 to $155,000 in a few years. Wecan not build 
our jails and asylums big enough nor fast enough. 
The hordes of Europe are pouring in on us, and all 
they know is hard work and drink. Last Sunday 
some of these foreigners dedicated a church to the 
worship of God with four brass bands and something 
less than a carload of drink. They have not had 
time to learn any better. Their leaders are like the 
leaders of Israel Isaiah tells about, and they will 
drag themselves and us into the gaping mouth of 
hell unless we turn the gospel of Christ in on them 
(Nah. 1: 10). 


That justify the wicked for a bribe (v. 23). Five 
hundred dollars is the ‘‘bribe” in Pennsylvania. 
This noble old Keystone State, with church spires 
sticking up from all the villages that dot its sun- 
kissed acres. Think of it! hat is the bribe or 
license in your state? And this from Habakkuk 2: 
15: 16: **Woe unto him ‘that giveth his neighbor 
drink, to thee that addest thy venom, and makest 
him drunken also, that thou mayest look on their 
nakedness! Thou art filled with shame, and not 
glory; drink thou also;... the cup of Jehovah's right 
hand shall come round unto thee, and foul shame 
shall be upon thy glory.” Phew! Who would be a 
rum-seller and have a curse like that hanging over 
him? A newspaper friend has investigated the finish 
of some thirty rum-sellers in and around this little 
town of Coatesville, and the prophecy has worked 
out true. Test it in your own neighborhood. 


What do you call 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 





LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 27 (Isa. 5 : 11-23) 


The Illustration Round-Table 


All readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this department. 
Qne dollar is offered for every anecdotal lesson illustration that can 
= used, and two dollars for the best illustration used for each week’s 
son. 
Illustrations are due three months before the date of the lessons. Do 
not contribute without sending for particulars, with lesson calendar, 
which will be sent by the ‘limes, free, upon request. 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
artment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
esson illustration that can be used, and two dollars for 

the best illustration used for each week's lesson. But note 
particularly the following : 

Each separate illustration must be signed by the sender's 
name and address, and must state the source from which the 
illustration was taken. 

‘rhe number of manuscripts submitted by readers in this 
department is so large that it is not practicable to return un- 
available manuscripts. Do not enclose return postage. 

‘The dates on which illustrations are due is shown by this 
calendar, later lessons being due three months in advance. 

12. Dec. 20.—-Christmas Lesson (Luke 2 : 8-20). . . . Due Sept. 19 
33. Dec. ep.m--Review . i. .'. ee see te tw wes “« Sept. 


1. Jan. 3.—The Ascension of Our Lord (Acts 1: 1-14) “ t. 3 
2. Jan. 10.--The Descent of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2: 

ESP rrr ene “ Oct. 10 
3- Jan. 17.~-The Beginnings of the Christian Church 

oe yy) ee ee “ Oct. 17 


The Crime-Breeder—Golden Text 


INE #s a mocker, strong drink a brawler 
(Golden Text). A story, says Dr. G. Sims 
Woodhead of Cambridge University, is current 

in the Orient of a wise old shaykh, who gave toa young 
Arab prince, from whom he was about to part, a list of 
crimes, and bade him choose the one which seemed 
least harmful. The young prince turned in horror 
from murder, theft, and loss of virtue, and told the 

atriarch that he would choose intemperance. ‘‘ You 

ave chosen,” said the wise old man, ‘‘that which 
will bring you all."—2R. £. Hough, Charlotte, N.C. 


Why Not “ Turn off the Tap ’’—v. 13. 


Gone into captivity for lack of knowledge (v. 13). 
I have heard of an asylum in more primitive times 
where the sanity of patients was tested after a fashion. 
They were turned into a free: overflowing with water 
from a running tap, and told tomop it up. Saida 
keeper to an inquirer who asked for an explanation: 
‘‘Them as isn’t ijiots turns off the tap.”” Why not 
apply this same principle to this question of temper- 
ancereform? All our work is only mopping the yard 
as long as the State sanctions a 6 sey gy at every 
corner. — W. R. Clark, Newchurch, via Manches- 
ter, Eng. From The Sunday School Chronicle. The 
prize for this week is awarded to this illustration. 
The Liquor Lake—v. 13. 

Therefore my people are gone into captivity (v. 
13). Bishop F. M. Bristol tells the following : There 
is a tradition that an empress of China, ages ago, had 
built for her a palace of jade, surrounded by splendid 
gardens. Within these gardens was a lake filled 
with wine. Those who attended the dissolute empress 
in revelry would rush into the lake of wine, drink 
themselves drunk and sink drowning in its depths. 
‘‘ Horrible !” we say; ‘‘ how depraved were those an- 
cient Chinese !” ait! Turn out of our saloons, 
breweries and distilleries into one lake the ifftoxicants 
made and used in one year, and in that lake of death 
you may drown this whole country. That lake would 
float the United States Navy. The cost of that 
drink would put upon the seas a greater navy than 
the world every saw; with it our country could 
build a fleet of three hundred battleships.—/unzata 
Rohrback, Washington, D. C. 


Shingling Roofs—v. 15. 

And the mean man ts bowed down (v. 15). Chap- 
lain McCabe tells a story of a drinking man who, 
being in a saloon late at night, heard the wife of a 
saloon-keeper say to her husband, ‘‘ Send that fellow 
home, it is late.” ‘*No, never mind,” replied her 
husband, ‘‘ he is shingling our house for us.” This 
idea lodged in the mind of the drunkard, and he did 
not return to the saloon forsix months. When pass- 
ing the saloon-keeper in the street, the latter said, 
‘“Why don’t you-come around to my place any 
more?” ‘* Thank you for your kind hospitality,” re- 
plied the former victim, ‘‘I have been shingling my 
+ on lately."—Harriet E. Buell, Washington, 


Quicker Down than Up—v. 20. 

Darkness for light, and light for darkness (v. 20). 
Bishop Luther B. Wilson has said: ‘It takes two 
centuries to transform the savage into a citizen. Let 
the saloon do its work, and it takes but a single hour 
to transform the citizen into the savage.”"— Wil/iam 
J. Hart, D.D., Earlville, N. Y. 


Sullivan’s Advice to Jeffries—v, 22. 

Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and 
men of strength to mingle strong drink (v. 22). 
Men of strength are often conquered by the drink 
habit. John L. Sullivan heard that Jeffries, the 
ptize-fighter was drinking, and he is reported to have 
said: ‘‘ Jeffries can probably strike a harder blow 
with his fists than any man in the world, but the best 
punch he has is a child’s slap compared to the mighty 
wallops that John Barleycorn can put oyer him. It 
is not the weight of one of John’s punches that counts, 
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though. He keeps everlastingly at it, and never 
tires. He doesn’t have to go to his corner and rest at 
the end of every round. There is no need of seconds 
to advise him. Old Barleycorn knows what he is 
about every second during the battle, and never yet 
has he been licked. . . . In winding up, I want to say 
to eng oe Jim Jeffries this: ‘I hope you are not in 
the big fight, and that the rumors are false. If you 
are in, though, get out quick. Run away, when you 

et away, stay away.’”"—H. H. Smith, Kinsdale, 

a. From The Baltimore and Richmond Christian 
Advocate. 


b 4 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson 


UR Father, we thank thee for teaching us to see 
the emptiness of evil and the gain of good; the 
glory of a character growing into service, and 

the gloom of a life that will not discern between good 
and evil. Keep us, O God, in our daily living, from 
the ruinous mixture of right and wrong that would 
compromise with evil, a help us we pray thee, not 
only to see the straight, clean way, but to dare to fol- 
low it yt atime, How else may thy will be done 
in us, and thy Kingdom come, to rule in human 
hearts? We look to thee confidently, and into our 
own foolish doings with shame, as we pray for the 
gift of clear eyes and courageous hearts. Amen. 


After the Lesson 


‘A beautifully polished table stands in the center of 
a richly furnished room. On the table is a lamp 
shedding its soft light on the scene. Close to the 
table is an empty easy chair, beside which is a pair 
of slippers. At the other side of the table is another 
chair, and in it a woman is sitting, with her arms 
flung out across the table and her lovely head bowed 
upon her arms. You cannot see her face very well, 
but you know she is sad and perhaps is weeping. 
The clock shows that the hour is late. The empty 
chair has been waiting long. And the woman has 
been waiting too. Underneath the picture the artist 
has given just a line of explanation. ‘‘For he’s a 
jolly good fellow” is the line. You’ve heard the 
song, oe. Of course the picture tells its story 
to you clearly. ‘* The jolly good fellow” has forgot- 
ten his home and his wife, and his sense of decency, 
and is having what is sometimes called a ‘‘ good 
time” at the club. It makes your heart ache to look 
at the waiting wife and the empty chair. And it 
makes you sad and a bit angry when you picture to 
yourself the ‘‘ jolly age fellow.” Good fellow? Good? 

Boys, is he worthy of the lovely, lonely woman in 














the picture ? Girls, is he the kind of a man you would 
rejoice to call husband some day? Good? ‘* Woe 
unto them that call evil good, and good evil.” Good 
is no¢ evil‘and evil is o/ good. 
GOOD NEVER = EVIL 
EVIL = GOOD 
That looks well on the board, and it’s true. But 


what about that hour of temptation, particularly on 
the tremendous drink-question? Is somebody going 
to make you see the thing differently if he tells you 
you ought to be a ‘jolly good fellow” and take that 
drink with the other “jolly good fellows”? Good ? 
Well, you know better. Pray hard that you may do 
as well as you know in that testing hour. 
PHILADELPHIA. 


5 4 
Hymns and Psalms for this Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.’’) 


** My soul, be on thy guard,”’ 
**O brothers, lift your voices.’ 
‘Yield not to temptation."’ 


Psalm 28 : 1-5. 


(38: 1-5. 59: 


1-5.) 
Psalm 75 : 4-8. ° 


104 :3-7- 154:4-8. 
**I need Thee every hour.”’ Patio’ én 3a, 54:48.) 
**So let our lips and lives express."” _ (113: 1, 2. 167 : 1-3.) 
‘Soldiers of the cross, arise,’’ Psalm 73 : 5-9. 
i it (100 : 3-6, 149 : 6-9.) 
A charge to keep I have. Psalm 10 : 1-18. 
“«'The world is very evil."’ (11 : 1-6." 16: 1-6.) 
% 


Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association of London, whose American work 
is a department of the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion. For particulars, address Marion Lawrance, Hartford 
Building, Chicago, Illinois. 
Monday.—Isa. 5 : 11-23. . . . . . . Judgment on evil doers 
‘Tuesday.—Prov. © : 90-93. ..... +... =. Fruit of sin 
Wednesday.—Amos6:1-7 ...... ... Sinful luxury 
Thursday.—Isa. 24 : I-12 .°. ° - - God's judgment 
Friday.—Prov. 20: I-IZ. . . . «+ «0 2 © « « The mocker 
meseveny.—S FORESTED... we co ce te te Be ye sober 
Sunday —Rom. 6: 1-14. ....... +... Deadtosin 
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Graded Helps 


The Adult Bible Class 


By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 
The Useless Vineyard 


I, THe GENERAL PREPARATION (Isa. 5 : I-24). 
[For each member of the Bible class.] 


HE first twenty-four verses of the fifth chapter 
of Isaiah form a fairly connected whole, although 
it subdivides into two clearly -marked parts: 

verses 1-7, the parable of the vineyard, and verses 
8-24, the seven woes pronounced upon the rampant 
social evils. 

The parable requires little explanation, if any. 
The disappointing vineyard, on which so much labor 
and expense has been lavished in vain, is destroyed 
and abandoned. The vineyard is Judah, and Jeho- 
vah is the one who has been trying to produce grapes, 
but has gotten only sour ones. 

What, then, is the evil fruitage which Judah does 
produce? The social life is full of corruption and 
vice, evil upon evil. They are marshaled by the 
device of pronouncing a ‘‘ woe” upon each one. 

And first (vs. 8-10) upon those who covet great 
estates, and depopulate the country to provide them. 
Their reward will be their lessening productivity. 

The next ‘‘ woe” (vs. 11-13) is directed against the 
dissipation and revelry of the upperclasses of society. 
To drink wine early in the gee | was frowned 
upon by Jews (Acts 2:15). By such drinking they 
would be made spiritually obtuse. 

Verses 14-17 are either a continuation of this ‘‘ woe,” 
or, as seems probable, the conclusion of an independ- 
ent ‘‘woe.” They picture the destruction of some 
beautiful city, probably Jerusalem, with all its in- 
habitants. 

The next ‘‘woe” (vs. 18, 19) lacks a conclusion 
which verse 24 may supply. It considers those who 
are wilfully skeptical regarding God's ability to make 
good his judgments. ‘There was much of this un- 
belief in Isaiah’s day among the nobles (28 : 14, 22). 

The next two (vs. 20, 21) refer to those who play 
fast and loose with morality, and those who are so 
conceited that they are blind. Each ‘‘woe” has some 
lines missing. 

The last ‘‘ woe” was directed against the heroic 
tipplers, learned in the delicate art of compounding 
strong drink, whose befuddled brains were wholly 
incapacitated from rendering fair judgments, or who 
were intentionally unjust. 

The conclusion is vivid. ‘‘Swiftly as the devour- 
ing flame consumes stubble and dry grass, so speed- 
ily shall society.decay from root to blossom as the 
inevitable result of these vices of greed, drunkenness, 
sophistry, and unbelief.” 

This is a fine temperance sermon, God has planted 
vineyards in every land, which become unproductive 
for the same reasons as those which obtained in the 
time of Isaiah. Men cannot indulge their vicious pro- 
pensities, and at the same time be co-workers with 
God. ‘They become scoffers, blinded, insensible to 
the needs of the age, selfish, petty in their ambitions, 
altogether good for nothing as factors in God's uni- 
verse, 


II. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 

A leaflet containing the names and prices of reference works bearing 
on the current lessons will be mailed by The Sunday School Times Co., 
upon request, for a two-cent stamp. 

For this passage only a commentary will do. There 
are none better than Skinner’s ‘‘ Isaiah I—XXXIX,” 
in the Cambridge Bible, and Whitehouse’s ‘ Isaiah 
I—XXXIX,” in the New-Century. George Adam 
Smith’s comments are fine in the Expositor series. 


III. SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON. 


(This section aims to outline, in a form suitable for discussion, the 
themes in which adults will be interested. It is intended to afford 
hints for a variety of treatments rather than one unvarying method. ] 

It sets forth the spiritual and moral.results of in- 
dulgence in intoxicants. 


The Form of the Parable. Wow did the prophet 
get his chance to preach this effective sermon? Is it 
a song throughout ? 

Its Identification. What nation had he in mind 
when the parable was uttered? How much of it is 
of universal application ? 

The Wild Grapes. Was the prophet right in 
placing the moral responsibility upon the vineyard ? 

The Second ‘‘Woe.” Does spiritual obtuseness 
constitute the worst result of prolonged dissipation ? 

The Seventh *‘Woe.” Is injustice a peculiar and 
certain accompaniment of habitual indulgence ? 

The Nature of intemperance. With what may it 
in all fairness be credited ? 


IV. For Home Stupy on Next Weexk’s LEssoNn. 


(For assignment in advance, by the teacher, to members of the class.) 


1. Why was the presence of the ark at Jerusalem 
so desirable? 2. How long had it remained in seclu- 
sion? 3. Was Michal’s criticism just ? 

WasHBURN COLLEGE, Topeka, Kansas. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Margaret E. Sangster 


T IS a little curious that the old problems are re- 
peated over and over in every generation. Here 
is the prophet Isaiah, hun s of years before 

Christ came, warning against the evils of strong 
drink, and decreeing wo to people who openly flaunt 
their defiance of God, There is probably not a girl 
in the class who has not at one time. or another been 
frightened by adrunken man. A yet more pitiable 
sight is that of a drunken woman. I once lived on 
a beautiful street through which every morning 
about nine o'clock was driven a gruesome vehicle 
called the Black Maria. Within it were packed poor 
creatures who had been arrested for bad conduct, and 
sentenced to prison. They were on their way there. 

There was a painful contrast between the beautiful 
homes on either side and the prison-wagon with its 
freight. But was there not a worse contrast between 
the innocent childhood of these poor wretches and 
the wrecks they had become? Every victim of strong 
drink began life as a little white mabe in its mother’s 
arms. Let us study the sermon of the old prophet. 

God has given each of us a body that is to be kept 

ure and clean, that it may be a fit habitation for 

im. Nothing is so wicked as to abuse and degrade 

our own bodies, except the one thing still more 
wicked—to put temptation in the way of our neigh- 
bors. Each young girl should make up her mind 
that she will never join any one in making a jest of 
intoxication. ‘There is no fun in seeing a foolish lad 
the worse for drinking beer or wine, and girls may 
do much to keep their brothers in the right path by 
having a high standard themselves. 

If we could close all the saloons and save the money 
that is wantonly spent for liquor in this land of ours, 
we should have very little poverty, a great deal more 
money for missions, and as for police courts and jails, 
we might almost do without them. The criminal 
class is recruited from the ranks of those who spend 
their time and money in the saloon. If you would 
have bright eyes, good health, a good conscience, 
and a happy life, avoid strong drink. 


Home Work for the Girls on Next Week’s Lesson 


1. What was the most precious possession of the 
Hebrew nation? 2. Where had this possession been ? 
3. With what army did David start to recover it? 
4 On what instruments did David and his men play 
before the Lord? 5. What sad incident occurred on 
the way? 6. In whose house was the ark of God 
left, and with what result ? 


4 
My Class of Boys 
By Eugene C. Foster 


S a preliminary to the temperance lesson, I sent 
to each boy, six days in advance, a temperance 
map puzzle, 4 and a little note as follows: 


Please study the accompanying map carefully so that 
you may answer the following questions: 1, How many 
states show ‘* No License’? ? 2. How many show “‘ Local 
Option’’? 3. How many haven’t yet given their citizens 
the right to vote liquor down? 4. What do you know 
about our state? 5. Without tearing the puzzle apart, 
please find out how one map changes to another as it 
passes from under the red screen to under the green one? 


That was my home work. It carried into each 
home a map which showed the great advance of tem- 
perance sentiment, and got the other members of the 
family to talking about it. 

But that wasn’t all. When my boys came to class, 
I had another use for the apenas. I had secured 
an extra piece of red celluloid, and on the white por- 
tion of the cardboard slide I had written, in black ink: 


4. Nerves and muscles, 

3. Reasoning powers, 

2. Social companionships, 
1. Prayer and spiritual life. 


As this Was written plainly in black on the card- 
board slide, it could be readily seen through the green 
celluloid window when the map proper showed 
through the 4 red window. 

Of course, I first got the boys to tell me what they 
were ready to report in answer to the questions I had 
sent them. This took a large part of our lesson time. 
Then I showed them my puzzle and the four lines I 
had written upon it. 

Is strong drink ugly to look upon, black and loath- 
some? QOh,no! As arule it is very pleasant to look 
upon. You know we've read about its sparkling and 
giving its color in the cup. Frequently it looks quite 
tempting. I might represent it by this piece of red 
celluloid. What a pretty color it has! How inno- 
cent it looks! But say, fellows, here’s a peculiar 
thing. As I slide this piece of pretty red celluloid 
up in here under the green, see what happens. First, 
the line I’ve written, ‘‘ prayer and spiritual life,” is 
blotted out. Is the celluloid black ? Oh, no; it’s a 





1 x0 cents each, a dollar a dozen, from The Sunday School Times 
Company. The extra piece of red celluloid will be furnished on request. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


beautiful red. But its effect here is a dead black. 
Then as I pass it up it blots out ‘‘ social companion- 
ships,” then ‘* reasoning powers,” then ‘‘ nerves and 
muscles.” What does it all mean? Why, it’s a pic- 
ture of what rum does, ‘ Read Isaiah 5:12. Strong 
drink blurs our vision so that we ‘‘regard not the 
work of Jehovah.” Let a fellow begin to drink and 
the vision of God in his spiritual life is soon blotted 
out. Then his standard for social life is lowered ; 
instead of the best, he’s satisfied with the worst. 
Then his reasoning powers are impaired, till he can’t 
use the reason that God has given him, and he be- 
comes less and less like a man. Then his nerves 
and his muscles are weakened, and he becomes a 
wreck, spiritual, mental, physical. Let strong drink 
come into a life and it means the entrance of black- 
ness and darkness, such as you see when this red 
celluloid passes up over the lines I’ve written. 

No wonder the license states om our map are indi- 
cated as being black! Wherever the liquor power is 
strong, there is the blackness of misery and crime. 


Home Work for the Boys on Next Week’s Lesson 


1, What important journey did David undertake? 
2. How many men did he take with him? 3. What 
yo yo teers at the threshing-floor of Nacon? 4. Where 
did David leave the ark for three months? 5. To 
what place did David finally take the ark? 
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For the Primary Teacher 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


(The Golden ‘Text, with verses 11 and 18, forms sufficient 
Scripture basis for to-day’s outline. ) 


OW many of your fathers go to work after 
breakfast ? they earn money to make happy 
homes and to buy food and neat clothes, so 

that you may go to school. 

Many children do not have as good a time as you, 
because something has spoiled their fathers. One of 
its names is Strong Drink (write it). Months ago, 
in Kansas City, Kansas, some fathers and big brothers 
did not work steadily as your fathers do. They 
started out early, but stopped at the saloon, and 
sometimes stayed until all their money was gone. 
When they came home, they were cross and unkind, 
and had no money for their families. 

Somebody had to work, so when mother went out 
washing or scrubbing, the older children had to stay 
home to look after the little ones and the house. 
Many children who ought to have been at school had 
to find work to earn a little money for food and rent. 
They had no time for fun or play. 

Good Mayor Trickett felt sorry, and said such 
things ought not to be. Because strong drink seemed 
so much stronger than the men and boys who used 
it, he knew they couldn’t let it alone as long as it 
was sold in 175 saloons, so he said the saloons must 
~~ business, and they did. 

hat happened? Teachers began to wonder why 

their schools were getting so crowded... They soon 
found that six hundred children were now coming to 
school who used to work or had to stay home because 
their mothers went to work, or used to have no shoes 
nor clothes to wear to school. Their fathers had gone 
to work, and were spending their money for their fami- 
lies instead of in the saloons. Eighteen new teachers 
had to be hired to teach these extra’ children, who are 
happier now. Isn’t that fine? We wish it were that 
way inevery city, but the saloons are going fast. Sing: 


** Glory! glory! hallelujah ! 
Our God is marching on."’ 


One day a big man asked his boy to sit down on a 
chair. e wrapped a heavy rope several times 
around the boy and chair, tying down his arms, body 
and legs; then asked him to get away. (You might 
try it.) He tried hard, but couldn’t. Then his father 
said, ‘‘ That’s the way strong drink holds thousands 
of men and boys.” 

(Bind another with threads, easily broken, and 
compare with habits which at first seem trifling, but 
deceive so mene. Show that the heavy rope is made 
up of many little threads bound together. ) 

gave us our wonderful bodies, not to abuse 
or injure them, but to use in all helpful ways. 

(Show the picture-roll or a bunch of grapes.) If 
you found a spoiled grape on this bunch, what would 
you do with it? Why would you throw it away? 
God says that if people spoil their bodies and lives 
on purpose, he must cast them aside. 

** My body is a temple, 

To God it does belong ; 
He bids me keep it for his use, 

He wants it pure and strong ; 
Whatever harms my body 

I will not use at all; 
Tobacco is one harmful thing, 

And so is alcohol. 
Into my mouth they’ll never go; 
When tempted, I will answer, ‘ No.’ 
And every day I’ll watch and pray, 
Lord, keep me. pure and strong alway.”’ 


(Fasten a white ribbon bow or button on every child 
who understandingly wishes to make this promise. 
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Workers’ Questions Answered 


Alternating every other week with Marion Lawrance, General Sec- 
retary of the International Sunday School Association, who answers 
questions on the general work in the Sunday-school, other specialists 
will answer queries in their classified fields of work, as follows: 

The Adult Bible Class: W. C. Pearce, Superintendent of the Inter- 
national Adult Department. 

Primary Problems: Mrs. J. Woodbridge Barnes. 

Temperance Teaching: Mrs. Zillah Foster Stevens, of the Interna- 
tional Temperance Department. _ 

The Home Department: Mrs. Flora V. Stebbins. 

Parents’ Problems: Patterson Du Bois. 


Questions from readers to any of these writers should be addressed 
in care of The Sunday School Times, 103: Walnut Street, Phila., Pa. 





Ask Marion Lawrance! 


BRIDGEPORT, CONN.—Pardon me for asking for a few mo- 
ments of your valuable time, but thinking that out of the 
varied experiences of your life you had made and had contact 
with the different kinds of organizations existing in churches 
and Sunday-schools having to do with boys from ten to eigh- 
teen years of age, I am tempted to ask what has been the re- 
sult of that experience ; that is, what do you feel is the best 
organization dealing with the situation to-day, and does that 
meet the necessity of the case? I have had something to do 
with the Boys’ Brigade, and have always thought it an admir- 
able thing, but realize that ‘in that, as in everything else, it is 
largely the man behind the movement in each local church 
that is responsible for the success of it there,. 1 would be very 
grateful if you could give me ry information regarding this 
matter, and also the address of the officers of the Boys’ Bri- 
gade movement in America.—H. A. C. 


Any organization for intermediate boys that lays 
the predominance of its stress upon the physical and 
social to the neglect of all the mental, moral, and 
spiritual will sooner or later lose its power. Most of 
the organizations current among boys to-day are all 
right if properly managed. Much dependa, as you 
say, upon securing the right leader. hen a Boys’ 
Brigade runs to the military, and neglects its Bible 
study, it has already started on the toboggan slide to 
its own defeat. - 

Irecommend you to write to the International 
Sunday School Association’s office, 806 Hartford 
Building, Chicago, for their Intermediate | leaflet, 
which is replete with good suggestions, for both boys 
and girls of intermediate age. 

Write also to Thomas -Chews, Fall River, Massa- 
chusetts, enclosing 25 cents, for a copy of the pam- 
phlet entitled ‘* Work with ‘Boys;” rf 

If you care to know how one church has made a 
magnificent success of its boys’ work, address the 
Rev. Thomas W. Grafton, Anderson, Indiana, en- 
closing 1o cents, for his pam hlet entitled ‘The 
Anderson Boy Movement.” The boys of his church 
(Christian Church) are organized into what is known 
as the ‘**Christian Templar Club.”” The pamphlet 
referred to gives their constitution. In the article on 
membership is found a pledge which is as follows, 
and gives a fair idea of the real heart of the work : 





PLEDGE 


I believe that Christ lived to be an example to me; 
that when he was my age he was strong, pure, and_ noble. 
I will do my best to be like him, and in my daily life do 
nothing in my work or play I would not do if Christ were 
by my side. I will play fair in every game, whether it be 
sport or.living, and in the night-time be as fair as in the 
sunlight. Thus, with Christ's help, I will try to live. I 
will never be ashamed of the name ‘‘ Christian Templar.” 














TWEED, ONT.—Where can I buy sheet music having on it 
bright gospel songs suitable for the junior and intermediate de- 
partment of our Sunday-school, such as is used by Torrey and 
Ale in their revival meetings? Most of the sheet music 
furnished by supply houses is too difficult. Our school uses 
the hymn-book published by the Methodist Book Room, 
Toronto, but we would like to buy up-to-date popular choruses 
to supplement it.—W. G, . 


There are song books prepared for the younger 
grade of scholars, but it is exceedingly difficult to buy 
such music in sheet form. Some schools take the 
liberty of —s such pieces as they desire on 
separate sheets of paper, using the words and 
sometimes having the music itself set up for this 
purpose. This is always a risky thing to do, for the 
reason that most of. the music found in the books is 
copyrighted, and it is just as wrong to print and 
use either words or music of a copyrighted piece with- 
out permission of the owner as it would be to take 
his horse from the stable and use it without permis- 
sion. I suggest that you write to the various music 
publishers who issue the pieces you desire and make 
an arrangement to furnish you the separate slips, if 
they are willing todo so. Many times they are not 
willing to do so because it interferes.with the sale of 
their books. Our music publishers generally have a 
justifiable grievance against many of our churches 
and schools for the reckless manner in which their 
copyrighted productions are treated. I recommend 


you to send tothe W. A. Wilde Company for their 
music book prepared chiefly for juniors, which has 
much in it beside music that is valuable. 











LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 27 (Isa. 5 : 11-23) 





Worth Repeating 





The House and the Heart 


By Edward Rowland Sill 


VERY house with its garret, 

E Lumbered with rubbish and relics,— 
Spinning-wheels leaning in corners, 
Chests under spider-webbed rafters, 
Brittle and yellow old letters, © 
Grandfather’s things and grandmother’s, 
There overhead, at the midnight, 
Noises of creaking and stepping 
Startle the hush of the chambers— 
Ghosts on their tiptoes repassing. 
Every house with its garden ; 

Some little plot—a half-acre, 
Or a mere strip by the windows, 
Flower-beds and narrow box-vorders, 
Something spicily fragrant, 
Something azure and golden. 
There the small feet of the sparrow 
Star the fresh mould round the roses; 
And, in the shadowy moonlight, 
Wonderful secrets are whispered. 

Every heart with its garret, 
Cumbered with relics and rubbish— 
Wheels that are silent forever, 

Leaves that are faded and broken, 
Foolish old wishes and fancies, 
Cobwebs of doubt and suspicion— 
Useless, unbeautiful, growing 
Year by year thicker and faster : 
Naught but a fire or a moving 
Ever can clear it, or clean it. 

Every heart with its garden ; 

Some little corner kept sacred, 

Fragrant and pleasant, with blossoms ; 
There the furget-me-nots cluster, 

And pure love-violets, hidden, 

Guessed but by sweetness all round them; 
Some little strip in the sunshine, 

Cheery and warm, for above it 

Rest the deep, beautiful heavens, 

Blue, and beyond, and forever. 


% 
The Undeserving Poor 


From The Independent 


URING the holidays lengthy accounts of chari- 
ties dispensed by the various benevolent socie- 
ties of the great cities appeared in many of the 

daily papers and magazines. Statements were ren- 
dered in some instances, as a firm might cast up the 
cost of so many cattle sheltered and fed at so much 
per head, and occasionally pictures of the needy were 
inserted to add dramatic interest to the vainglorious 
report. Thus, the heart of the rich good citizen was 
rejoiced as he read; first, because he was’ morally 
thankful not to be himself of the indigent class; sec- 
ond, because he could enter into the general sense of 
philanthropic ease peculiar to his kind at having 
participated at a respectful distance and through 
proper channels in relieving the distress of his other 
kind. For the rich good citizen of this class is the 
new era Pharisee, peculiar to our times, a Pharisee 
belonging to the church, the mission board, and to 
the Stock Exchange, who has developed a ‘social 
compunction”’ that does him credit all over this coun- 
try, and sometimes over Asia and Africa. 

But we pass over the curious lack of delicacy in 
the refined upper classes which permits the procla- 
mation of their alms upon bulletin boards. And we 
omit what might be said about the degrading effects 
of such publicity upon the sensibilities of the poor, 
who are most poor in that they are not in a position 
to preserve or cultivate sensibility. And we call at- 
tention to the more significant fact that in nearly 
every instance the claim is made by these merely 
public-spirited dispensers of charity that help was 
extended only to ‘‘ the deserving poor.” Now we know 
who the ‘‘deserving poor” are. They are the eight 
hundred laborers who marched up to the City Hall in 
St. Louis the other day and begged the Mayor, not 
for bread, but for work. They are’all famished and 
homeless children, all sober andindustrious men and 
women who are out of employment or who have bur- 
dens too heavy to be borne. And no one begrudges 
them the aid they receive, doubly hard to accept 
under the humiliating methods of modern charity. 
But if they deserve help, why-call it charity? To 
receive what one deserves is but simple justice, and 
should be proclaimed under that name, especially if 
it is to be published in the newspapers. A man who 
deserves is not a mendicant and should not be ad- 
vertised as one, even to add luster to the name of 
benevolence. 

Meanwhile, there are the undeserving poor. We 
know who they are also—dissolute men and jade 
women, creatures maimed of their will power, lost 


“upon 
‘traly desolate, who have slipped 
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from the nen es Nero insane; with dead eyes~ 
ounded terror 


and.emotions -and remorse, the. 
below God's mercy 
only because they are reckoned beyond the pale of 
man’s compassion. So those who have charge of the 
funds of the rich, good citizen designed for benevo- 
lent purposes make a stern virtue of excluding these 
waste souls, and so they practise the ignoble econo- 
mies of the truly righteous. 

But, after all, what is charity? And exactly who 
were meant in that forecast of the poor, whom we 
should have a/ways with us? There is little chance 
of oe 
‘*job,” and even less hope of restoring the jade 
women to right relations to society. But because 
they are not to be helped upon the common financial 
basis of so much per head, it is particularly wrong to 
cast them out. Something is being done for them, 
very much, it may be, but not enough to create the 
right sentiment, or charity officials would not point 


with pride to methods by which they are excluded to - 


the greater benefit of the deserving poor. 

The question of Aow the undeserving poor are to be 
cared for is not yet solved, but the time will come 
when millions will be spent, not in charity for them, 
but in scientific efforts to restore them, as we spend 
millions now upon waterways, dams, and education. 
And even now there are individuals here and there 
who are making wonderful experiments along this 
line. For example, there is a rich man in a Southern 
city who makes thé undeserving r his peculiar 
care. His name is not to be found in the annals of 
any benevolent society. It never appears in vain- 
glorious accounts of Christmas charities. And he is 
so naively human that he has never been idealized 
by his nearest friend, but for more than twenty years 
he has been personally and very privately engaged, 
not merely in rescue work, but in the exercise of a 
cheerful whimsical patience with those who never 
can be rescued. His love is never strained to the 
longsuffering point, and he has a spiritual optimism 
that is amazing without smacking in the least of tar- 
baby piety. hen asked upon a certain occasion 
why he continued to bear with the utterly hopeless 
case of a young man who was rescued only to fall 
again and again, he replied: ‘‘ Because no one else 
will.” 

‘* But you do not hope to reclaim him ?” 

‘* Well, not immediately; not within the next fifty 
years, anyhow,” he answered cheerfully, like a man 
who has laid hold of the long end of eternal hope. 

His methods in dealing with what he calls a fresh 
sinner,—that is, one who has just fallen upon his 
tender mercy, are unique, and he regards them as 
scientific from the heavenly point of view. He in- 
sists upon a full catalog of the victim’s transgres- 
sions. No one knows the moral thumbscrew method 
by which he usually obtains this, with a genial polite 
waiving of the lies told between, but it is known that 
he manages to get them all to the Jast farthing of a 
transgression. He claims that this is done on the 
theory that a physician first administers an emetic in 
case of poisoning. Then if the patient is an utterly 
lost and abandoned woman, he frequently takes her 
home with him, where she is given the guest-chamber 
and treated by the family as the welcome guest, 
whose presence there is in no way remarkable. For 
our scientist claims that it is the loss of the sacred 
home consciousness in such women which casts them 
so far down, and his purpose is to restore the same 
by his own fireside, which is particularly attractive 
in that he has a wife and many young children. 
Nothing is said to the forlorn one to remind her of 
her shame; she is simply left to ‘‘ get well,” as the 
scientist expresses it. And it is astonishing how 
many of them do ‘* get well.” His boast is that he 
has married his girls happily all over the country, for 
he is an enthusiastic believer in wedlock. Upon a 
recent visit to a distant city he remarked to the edi- 
tor: ‘‘I married one of my girls off in this town; 
couple doing well; moving in the best society. Good 
as the rest, too, now. But it’s a secret; if society 
knew it would abolish her.” He winked in conclu- 
sion, at the expense of society. 

Naturally such a man cannot reach so many of the 
poor as a whole benevolent organization, the exist- 
ence of which is the excuse offered by many for not 
doing their own personal duty by the poor, but if 
every individual who subscribes to charity would do 
his own particular duty to even the undeserving 
poor, we should have the millennium before the next 
day at breakfast-time. 





Do you want a little souvenir for Temperance 
Sunday that a boy simply must carry in his pocket, 
because he will want to show it to the other fellows 
and set them guessing how it works ? Send ten cents 
Sor the mystifying and informing Temperance Map 
Puzzle. An outline map of the United States passes 
under a colored screen and becomes a temperance 
map showing how anti-saloon sentiment is spread- 
ing throughout the United States. These maps can 
be secured from The Sunday School Times Company, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 











of the dissolute man by getting him a - 
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For Children at Home 








At the Harvest 
By Alonzo Rice 


N urchin once asked, “If our wild oats we sow, 
What kind of a reaping-machine 
Do weuse in the harvest? Pray, I want to know; 
For the like yet I never have seen.”’ 


His father adjusted his specs on his nose, 
Then wisdom his tongue did employ ; 

“ The experience of all, at the harvesting, shows 
That they used.a self-binder, my boy.” 
SHELBYVILLE, IND. 
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How Catharine Saved the Baby 
By Mrs. A. E. C. Maskill 


HERE was a new baby at the white house around 
the corner. All of its folks were as proud of it 
as they could be, especially its little five-year- 

old sister Catharine. 

She would sit in a chair, by the bed, for an hour or 
two, just to look at it. Sometimes she would touch 
its cheeks, its hands, its ears, with her forefinger 
and say, ‘‘ What pink cheeks! What tiny hands! 
What lovely ears !" and when he opened his eyes and 
= at her she would go almost into a spasm of de- 
ight. 

Once the nurse placed the soft, white bundle in 
her arms and then she was happy indeed. 

But with the baby came a great big trouble into 
Catharine’s heart. She was so afraid somebody 
would take her little baby brother from her, for didn’t 
they talk about it every day, the visitors that came 
in t see him? Didn't they all ask her if they couldn't 
have the baby ?—and the milkman, the very worst 
one of them all, every time he left the milk, declared 
he was going to have their baby without even ask- 


' ing for it. 


Dear! dear! what hard-hearted wretches there 
were in the world. Every morning when Catharine 
heard the milkman’s bell, she ran down to the front 
door to be sure that the milkman did not slip in un- 
awares after her little brother. 

One morning, when the baby was a month old, 
and its mama was all around the house, the milkman 
came as usual and while dipping out the milk, said : 
‘‘I think that baby is about big enough now, I will 
be after him to-morrow.” 

‘You can’t have him,” said Catharine, her eyes 
blazing with indignation. 

‘* We'll see about that,” said the milkman, and her 
mama only laughed. Could she be in league with the 
milkman ? 

The next morning when the milkman came, Cath- 
arine was not at the front door with her mother. 

‘* Where is Catharine?” asked the milkman. 

‘*In the house with baby. She is just devoted to 
her little brother.” 

‘*T will go in and see him, this morning. My wife 
knit him a pair of socks and I have brought two cookies 
to Catharine, I must make peace with her in some 
way.” . 

Mrs. Cherup led the way proudly to the little room 
where the baby usually lay in his white crib. To 
her consternation, the room was empty. 

**Oh-h! The children !” she screamed. 
are they? Catharine ! 
came in return. 

Immediately the mother became greatly excited, 
running from one room to another and wringing her 
hands. The milkman joined in the search, apparently 
as mach excited as she. 

‘‘ They have been omy My poor darlings !” 
she screamed. ‘‘Oh-h! a eon get out the de- 
tectives. Go for the children’s father... Anything, 
anybody, so that only you find them. I will reward 
you liberally, even to all that we have.” 

‘*I will not leave a stone unturned,” said the milk- 
man. ‘I will first go for your husband,” and spring- 
= his wagon he drove off. 

ut no sooner had he gotten out of sight than 
little Catharine made her appearance, coming slowly 
in at the back door. 

‘‘Catharine!""cried her mother. .‘‘ Where is 
baby ?” and she gripped her tightly by her right 
arm. 

‘*You pinch,” whined the child, “* let go,and I'll show 
you. Come,” and she led the way to the barn, and 
on up into the hay-mow, and there lay the baby sound 
asleep in the hay, his bottle in his mouth. 

‘* How did he get here ?” asked the mother. 

‘‘I bringed him,” was the reply. ‘‘I had to hold 
on awful tight carrying him up the ladder.” 

‘* What ever possessed you ?” 

‘*To save the old milkman from getting him. You 
didn’t seem to have ‘ant-bishi’ enough. So I had to. 
That’s all.” 


CAMDEN, N. J. 


‘« Where 
Catharine !” but not a word 
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“The time has fully come 
when the English translation of the Bible 
300 years old should give place to 


The American 
Standard Bible 


Edited by the American Revision Committee 


So writes the conservative 
and constructive Editor 
of Zhe Congregationalist. 

THE AMERICAN STAND- 
ARD BIBLE is the most ac- 
curate in translation, the 
most thorough in method, 
simplest in expression 
and gives a clearer con- 
ception of the thought 
All styles at book than any translation yet 
stores, 35¢. to $22. produced. 

Ask for the American Standard Edition, 
published by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 


Interesting Bookiet Sent Free 

This booklet tells the story of this great trans- 
lation, what the leading editors and teachers and 
preachers in all denominations think of it, and 
shows the several styles in which it is issued. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
Bible publishers for 50 years. 


37a East 18th Street, New York 














Temperance 
Leaflets 


The Boy in the Bible 
and Another Boy 


A temperance service in song and story. 
5 cents each ; 12 pages. 


Wanted—An Answer 
2 cents each; fifty or more at $1.00 a 
hundred ; 12 pages. 


Cigarettes: A Perilous 
Intemperance 
2 cents each; fifty or more at $1.00 a 
hundred ; 6 pages. 
Some Thoughtful Opinions 
of the Cigarette 
2 cents each; 50 or more at $1.00 a hun- 
red ; 8 pages. 


SUPPLEMENTAL 
TEMPERANCE LESSONS 


Reading Exercises for the 
Sunday-School 


Four of these are published, any one of 
which may be used on ‘Temperance Sun- 
day, or at any other time, by the school or 
class. 2 cents each ; fifty or more at $1.00 
a hundred. 


Making tig 4 Scholar a 
Temperance Worker 
10 cents a dozen; 75 cents a hundred. 
All of the above prices include postage 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 




















The Sanday School Eins 


Philadelphia, September 12, 1908 


the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
* second-class matter,” 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, ‘hese rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate pe ha. or in a pack- 
age to one address, 75 cents each, per year, 
7 1.00 One copy, or any number of 
° copies less than five, $1.00 each, 

per vear. One copy, five years, $4.00. 

‘lo Canada, on account of extra postage, 
the above rates become $1 and $1.50 respect- 
ively, for yearly subscriptions. 

. One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will be alewed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, unless by special request. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the pa to 
enable all the teachers of a school toexamine tt, will 
be sent free, upon application. 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL Timgs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Entered at 
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How to Make a Successful 


Program 





| After the Rally—What ? 


FTER the great rally is past—then start 
to work. ‘The real, downright labor 
| has only just begun. In a Red and 
| Blue contest, the greatest trouble is to hold 
| the crowd which has been gathered in a few 
weeks. A great slump will occur after the 
| contest, unless strenuous efforts are made to 
| hold all that have been gathered. A house- 
| to-house canvass should be inaugurated and 
a large lookout committee made up of Sun- 
day-school pupils—one member from each 
city block or square—would do effective work 
in watching for new-comers in the neighbor- 
hood, and reporting them to the visitor or visit- 
ing committee in charge of the parish work. 


Some Bible Rally Days 


IIE Sunday School Times printed on 
August 30, 1902, an article entitled, 
**A Rally Day Service from the Bible,’’ 
which was so suggestive that many pastors 
and superintendents wanted it as a basis for 
an address, But it was left for the New 
York Avenue. Methodist Episcopal Church 
of Brooklyn (George D. Beattys, superin- 
tendent) to take up the suggestion and make 
a responsive service based on such material. 
| It is so suggestive that the full program is 
given herewith : 


PROGRAM 








(Rally Day Souvenirs distributed at beginning 
of Service.) 


Song, ‘‘O Worship the King ’’ (No. 141). 





Some Bible Rally Days 
1.—Under: Moses 


LEADER—And the children of Israel jour- 
neyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six 
hundred thousand on foot that were men, he- 
side children. B 

SCHOOL—And a mixed multitude went up 
also with them ; and flocks, and herds, even 
very much cattle. 

L.—Now the sojourning of the children of 
Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was four hundred 
and thirty years. 

S.—And it came to pass at the end of the four 
hundted and thirty years, even the selfsame day 
| it came to pass, that all the hosts of the Lord 
went out from the land of Egypt. 

L.—It is a night to be much observed unto 
the Lord for bringing them out from the land 
of Egypt; this is that night of the Lord to be 
observed of all: the children of Israel in their 
generations. 
| S.—Then sang Moses and the children of 
| Israel this song unto the Lord, and spake, say- 
, ing, I will sing unto the Lord, fort he hath tri- 
| umphed gloriously ; the horse and his rider 
hath he thrown into the sea. 

L.—The Lord is my strength and my song, 
and he is become my salvation ; he is my God, 
and I will prepare him an habitation; my 
father’s God and I will exalt him. 











S.—And Aaron said: Let not the anger of 
my lord wax hot: thou knowest the people, 
that they are set on mischief. 

L.—For they said unto me: Make us gods 
which shall go before us: for as for this 
Moses, the man that brought us up out of the 
on of Egypt, we wot not what is become of 

im, 

S.—Then Moses stood in the gate of the 
camp, and said, Who is on the Lord's side ? 
let him come unto me. And all the sons of 
Levi gathered themselves together unto him. 

Song, ‘‘On to Victory’’ (No. 56). 

1l.—Under Joshua 

L.—And Joshua gathered all the tribes of 
Israel to Shechem, and called for the elders of 
Israel, and for their heads, and for their judges, 
and for their officers ; and they presented them- 
selves before God. 

S.—Now therefore fear the Lord and serve 
him in sincerity and in truth ; and put away 
the gods which your fathers served on the other 
side of the flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye 
the Lord. 

L.—And if it seem evil unto you to serve the 
Lord, choose you this day whom ye will serve ; 
whether the gods which your fathers served 
that were on the other side of the flood, or the 
gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell ; 
but as for me and my house, we will serve the 





S.—And the le answered and said : God 
forbid that we should forsake the Lord, to serve 
other gods. 





L.—For the Lord our God, he it is that 
brought us up and our fathers out of the land 
of Eeypt: from the house of bondage, and 
which did those great signs in our sight, and 
preserved us in all the ways wherein we went, 
and among all the people through whom we 
passed. . 

S.—And the people said unto Joshua, The 
Lord our God will we serve, and his voice will 
we obey. 

L.—So Joshua made a covenant with the 
people that day, and set them a statute and an 
ordinance in Shechem. 


Duet, selected. 


IlI.—Under Solomon 

L.—Then Solomon assembled the elders of 
Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the chief 
of the fathers of the children of Israel, unto 
King Solomon in soqeeniem. that they might 
bring up the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
out of the city of David, which is Zion. 

S.—And all the men of Israel assembled 
themselves unto King Solomon at the feast in 
the month Ethanim, which is the seventh 
month, , 

L.—And he stood, and blessed all the con- 
gregation of Israel with a loud voice, saving : 

S.—Blessed be the Lord, that hath given rest 
unto his per Israel, according to all that he 
promised ; there hath not failed one word of 
all his good promise, which he promised by the 
hand of Moses his servant. 

L.—The Lord our God be with us, as he was 
with our fathers : let him not leave us, nor for- 
sake us. 

S.—That he may incline our hearts unto 
him, to walk in all his ways, and to keep his 
commandments, and his statutes, and his,judg- 
ments, which he commanded our fathers. 

L.—And at that time Solomon held a feast, 
and all Israel with him, a great congregation, 
from the entering in of Hamath into the river 
of Egypt, before the Lord our God, seven days 
and seven days, even fourteen days. 

S.—On the eighth day he sent the people 
away: and they blessed the king, and went 
unto their tents joyful and glad of heart for all 
the goodness that the Lord had done for David 
his servant, and for Israel his people. 

Song, “ Listen ! God is Calling You "’ (No. 17). 

Address, The pastor's ‘‘ Rally Day’’ Mes- 
sage, Dr. F. J. McConnell. 

Solo, selected. 


° IV.—Under Ezra 

L.—And all the people gathered themselves 
together as one man into the street that was 
before the water gate; and they spoke unto 
Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of 
Moses, which the Lord had commanded to 
Israel, 

S.—And Ezra the priest brought the law be- 
fore the congregation both of men and women, 
and all that could hear with understanding, 
upon the first day of the seventh month. 

L.—And he read therein before the street 
that was before.the water gate from the morn- 
ing until midday, before the men and the 
women, and those that could understand ; and 
the ‘ears‘of all the people were attentive unto 
the book of the law. 

S.—And all the congregation of them that 
were come again out of the captivity made 
booths, and sat under the booths : for since the 
days of Jeshua the son of Nun unto that day 
had not the children of Israel done so. And 
there was very great gladness. 

L.—Also day by day, from the first day unto 
the last day, he read in the book of the law of 
God. . And they kept the feast seven days ; and 
on the eighth day was a solemn assembly, ac- 
cording unto the manner. 


Number enrolled. 
Roll-cail of classes, Number present. 
Announcements. 


Song, ‘‘ Volunteers for Service ’’ (No. 4). 


V.—Under the Disciples 


L.—And when the day of Pentecost was 
fully come, they were all with one accord in 
one place. 

S.—And suddenly there came a sound from 
heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it 
filled all the house where they were sitting. 

L.—And there appeared unto them cloven 
tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of 
them. 

S.—And they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, 
as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

L.— Then they that gladly received his word 
were baptized: and the same day there were 
added unto them about three thousand souls. 

S.—And they, continuing with one accord in 
the temple, and breaking bread from house to 
house, did eat their meat with gladness and 
singleness of heart, 

L.—Praising God, and having favour with all 
the people, and the Lord added to the church 
daily such as should be saved. 

Song, ‘‘ Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove ** 
(No. 155). 





——— 





Address, ‘‘For What and to What We 
Rally ’’ Dr. W. L. Felter. 


VI.—** Before the Throne"’ : 

L.—After this I beheld, and, lo, a great mul- 
titude, which no man could number, of all na- 
tions, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, 
stood before the. throne, and before the Lamb, 
clothed with white robes, and palms in their 
hands. 

S.—And cried with a loud voice, saying, Sal- 
vation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb. 

L.—And all the angels stood round about the 
throne, and about the elder and the four beasts, 
and fell before the throne on their faces, and 
worshipped God, : 

S:—Saying, Amen: blessing, and glory, and 
wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and 
power, and might, be unto our God for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

L.—And one of the elders answered, saving 
unto me: What are these which are arrayed in 
white robes? and whence came they ? 

S.—And I said unto him : Sir, thou knowest. 
And he said to me : ‘hese ave they which came 
out of great tribulation, and have. washed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. 

L.—Therefore are they before the throne of 
God, and serve him day and night in his tem- 
ple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall 
dwell among them. ; 

S.—They shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst any more ; neither shall the sun light on 
them, nor any heat. 

L.—For the Lamb which is in the midst of 
the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them 
unto living fountains of water ; and God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes. 

Song, ‘‘ The Spirit of Service *’ (No. 164). 

Benediction. 
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A Harmonious Program 


T PAYS to work over a program for a 
year before using it: At the great Cal- 
vary Baptist Church in Washington they 

have a committee on special programs that. 
begins -work on the next Rally. Day as soon 
as the last one is over. An order of service 
with some sort of harmony is the result. 
Here is the product of last year : 


Program 
**They Rejoice at the Sound of the Organ,"’ 
Prof.. A; D. Mayo. 


‘* Enter in at the Gates to Worship the Lord,"’ 
Six departments. 

Solo, ‘‘ Home, Sweet Home,”’ Mrs. Ralph P. 
Barnard : 


‘* "Mid pleasures and palaces tho’ we may roam, 

Be it ever so humble, there’s no place like 
home ; 

A charm from the sky seems to hallow us there, 

Which séek thro’ the world is ne'er met with 
elsewhere. Refrain. 

‘* Home, home, sweet, sweet home, 

Be it ever so humble, there’s no place like 
home. 

** An exile from home, splendor dazzles in vain ! 
Oh. give me my lowly thatched cottage again ! 
‘The birds singing gaily that came at my call: 
Give me them with the peace of mind dearer 

than all !"'—Refrain. 


Praise. 

Hymn No. 1, ‘‘O Worship the King,"’ School. 

Invocation, Mr. Charles D. Parker. 

Responsive Reading, Psalm 8, School. 
by Gen. W. S. Shallenberger. 

Words of Welcome, The Superintendent. 

Song, ‘‘Welcome Home,"’ Intermediate De- 
partment. 

Psalm 19, Primary Department. 

Psalm 103 : 1-13, Intermediate Department. 

Song, ‘Hallelujah to Our King,” Primary 
Department. 

Psalm 23, Kindergarten. 

Prayer, ‘The Pastor. 

Psalm 24 (recited), School. 


OuR WorRK—A STEP FORWARD. 


‘* Speak unto the children of Israel that they go 
forward.” 


Hymn No. 421, ‘‘ Onward, Christian Soldiers,’’ 
School. 


Led 


What Shall Be the Increase ? 
Enrollment, Frank White (Kindergarten). 
Attendance, Everard Dunkum (Primary). 

Song, ‘‘I Love to Come to Sunday-school,”’ 
Kindergarten. 

Punctuality, Louise Houser (Intermediate). 

Offerings, Stewart Dewey (Junior). 

Song, ‘‘ Stand Up for Jesus,’’ Junior Depart- 
ment. 

The Class Spirit, (Rev. J. Lee Brooks (Adult). 

Hymn No. 322, School. 

Offering. 

The Bible—Its Place in the School, Mr. H. H. 
Kimball. 














LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 27 (Isa. 5 11-23) 
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And What to Do After Rally Day 





Missions—How Related to the School, Mr. S. 
Ww. ward. 

Hymn, ‘‘ My Country, 'Tis of Thee,’’ School. 

Roll Call. 

The King’s Business, the Pastor. 

Hymn 326, School. (Primary and Kinde 
ten Departments retire during singing. 

Benediction. z 


How About the Souvenirs? 


'A N ATTRACTIVE keepsake is eagerly 

looked for on such an occasion as 

Rally Day. A badge made of the 
school’s colors—of course every progressive 
school has its own colors—a pretty button, a 
bookmark, a cross, shield or heart or leaf- 
shaped card, bearing the picture of the 
church, the school’s motto and, perhaps, the 
words, ** Rally Day, 1908,’’ ‘¢I was there,’’ 
would help to advertise the school. 

A five-color booklet, with mortised cover, 
céntaining information as to how the school 
is organized and giving a hearty invitation to 
outsiders such as Superintendent C. H. Lein- 
bach distributed at St. Andrew’s Reformed 
Church, of Reading, Pennsylvania, is certainly 
worth keeping and heeding. 

A historical booklet, with engravings of the 
old and new church plants, the superintend- 
ents past and present, the enrolment and 
offerings, the make-up of the classes, and A 
Look Ahead was found worth while at the 
Hyde Park Presbyterian Church, of Chicago, 
last Rally Day. 

A calendar for the fall, winter and spring 
was the souvenir feature at the First Baptist 
Church of Syracuse last Rally Day. Here is 
a good motto taken from the booklet: ‘I 
will ¢hink and ta/k of our School as the dest 
School, I will work to make it the Jdes¢ 
School, and I will pray God to help me ¢hin&, 
talk and work to make our School the dest 
School.’? The Lafayette Avenue Methodist 
Protestant School of Baltimore, also issued a 
fine booklet last year. 

Now that tagging is the popular sport, it is 
not so strange that Sunday-schools are catch- 
ing. the fad. Tags of ail sorts, round, square 
and triangular, tags for freight used for keep- 
ing track of human baggage, colored token 
cards for Juniors and Home Department 


r- 


members, are provided for all attendants. | 


‘* Loyalty Receipts’? are used by the Bed- 
ford Presbyterian Sunday-school of Brooklyn. 


x 
Now for a Week of Rallies! 


HE pastor will be interested in arousing* 
the whole church in a week of rallies 
preceding RallySunday. This is found 

to be a splendid way to infuse new life into 
every department for the great work that 
must be accomplished this fall and winter. 
Have the best possible program for every 
night of the week, or carry it out as did the 
Hemenway Bible School of Evanston, IIli- 
nois, in 1906. The programs of Hemén- 
way’s week of rallies is as follows : 


Monday Evening, September 17, 1906 


Business and Literary Meeting Rally 
PROGRAM - 

7.45. Song and Prayer Service, ld by Mr. 
A. B. Dale. 

8.00. Business Session, conducted by A. E. A. 
Shinner. 

8.30. Echoes of Summer Vacation, Miss Lil- 
lian B. Breese. 

8.45. Whoshould be especially invited to our 
Rally Day services? Mr. Clay A. Roney. 

g.o0. General Discussion, led by Mrs. N. H. 
Byam. 

9.15. Benediction, our pas‘or. 

N. B.—The public are cordially invited to 
attend any or all of these services. 


Tuesday Evening, September 18 


PROGRAM 
Mr. W. H. Webster, Presiding 

7.45. Song and Prayer Service, led by Mr. 
W. F. Shinner. 

8.00 Dangers to Avoid in Rally Day, Mr. 
W. H. Dyson. 

8.15. Advantages Afforded in Rally Day, Mr. 
George Zaneis. 

8.35 Solo, selected, Mrs. Charles Hathaway. 

8.40. General Discussion, led by Mr. Fred 
G. Falley. 

g.00. Refreshments, served by Miss Byrnes’ 





Class, 


Motto: Beware of calmness in any form. 
This life means action. 


Wednesday Evening, September 19 


PROGRAM 
Mr. A. B. Dale, Presiding 

7.45. Song and Prayer Service, led by Mrs. 
R. B. Kester. 

8.00. The Teacher and the Book, Professor 
Bronson. 

8.15. The Teacher and the Pupil, Professor 
Bronson. ' 

8.40. The Teacher and His God, the Rev. 
R. B. Kester. 

9.00. Male Quartette, selected. 

9.05. Consecration and Benediction. 

‘* But my God shall supply all your need ac- 
cording to his riches in glory by Jesus Christ"’ 
(Phil. 4: 19). 


Thursday, September 20 
Visitation and Invitation Rally 


We suggest that our teachers and workers 
visit absentees and new-comers, inviting them 
to attend our Bible school and church, and 
especially to be present at ovr special Rally 
Day services on Sunday morning at 9.30 sharp, 
September 23. We want 450 present. 

Read Luke 14 : 23. 


Friday Evening, September 21 


All Departments Rally 
A. E. A. Shinner, Presiding 

7.45. Social Rally. 

8.00. Solo, selected, Miss Helen Whitfield. 

8.10. Home Department: Its Aim and Re- 
port, Mr. David Bonnell. 

8.20. Men's Bible Class: Its Aim and Re- 
port, Mr. Fred R. Carver. 

8.25. Women's Bible Class: Its Aim and 
Report, Mrs. Florilla Gowey. 

8.30. Cradle Roll: Its Aim and Report, Mrs. 
James Whitfield. 

8.35. Primary Department: Its Aim and 
Report, Mrs. George Zaneis. 

8.40. Intermediate Department : Its Aim and 
Report, Mrs. N. H. Byam. 

8.50. Refreshments, served by the Women's 
Bible Class. 

‘* For we are laborers together with God ; ye 
are God's husbandry, ye are God's building "’ 
(1 Cor. 3 : 9). 


Saturday Afternoon, September 22 


Cradle Roll and Primary Department Rally 
(Mothers are especially asked to come with 
their children.) 

PROGRAM 
Mrs. George F. Zaneis, Presiding 

2.30. Reception and Games. 

3.00. Speech, Master Sidney Allison. 
3-10. Address to the Mothers. 

3.20. Something Good to Eat. 

4-30. Processional March and Disband. 


* 


Combining Rally and Harvest 
Home Service 


NE of the early churches to realize the 
importance of combining the rally 
idea with the Harvest Home was the 

Centenary Methodist Episcopal of the city of 
Newark. When Rally Day is observed very 
late, as in this case, combination of the two 
is just the thing. Here is what Superin- 
tendent Horace G. Shaw arranged for Oc- 
tober 13, 1907: 

Program 
Organ voluntary. 
Processional. 
Centenary Sunday School Orchestra. 
Hymn 717. 

Supt. : ‘The Lord is in his holy temple. 

Response: Let all the earth keep silence be- 
fore him. 

Prayer, Pastor. 
Gloria. 
Responsive reading, led by Howard W. Meyers. 

Three times thou shalt keep a feast unto me 
in the year. 

Thou shalt keep the feast of unleavened 
bread. 

And the feast of harvest, the first fruit of thy 
labor, which thou hast sown in the field ; and 
the feast of ingathering which is in the end of 
the year, when thou hast gathered in thy labors 
out of thy field. 

The first of the first fruits of thy land thou 
shalt bring into the house of the Lord thy God. 

And° as soon as the commandment came 
abroad, the children of Israel brought in abun- 
dance of the first fruits of corn, wine, and oil, 
and honey, and all the increase of field; and 
the tithe of all things brought they in abun- 
dantly. 








Honor the Lord with thy substance, and 
with the first fruits of all thine increase ; 
So shall thy barns be filled with plenty and 
thy presses shall burst out with new wine. 
Upon the first day of the week let every one 
lay by him in store, as God has prospered him. 
Solo, Mr. Samuel Shoemaker. 
Gathering them for Jesus, Primary Department. 
‘Tribute of Praise, R. Everett Walsh. (Written 
for the occasion by Mrs. W. H. Jorelermon. ) 
Harvest Time, Anabelle Targett. ’ 
The Lord's Presence, Winifred-Mead. 
A Voice from Our Chinese Department, 
Ong Kye. 

Sweet Carols Voicing, 
A Voice from Our 4 
Mildred Husk. 

Open the Gates, Primary Department. 

Address, Rev. T. Aird Moffat. 

A Song of Thanksgiving—Tune: ‘* Mende- 
bras."’ (Written for the occasion by Mrs. 
W. H. Jorelemon) : 


‘* Oh, day of glad reunion ! 
We meet, with songs of praise 
To him whose hand Sos led us 
Through all our devious ways. 
We i him for the bounty 
Of his Almighty hand, 
For autumn’s golden treasures 
Broadcast o’er all the land. 


“The hillsides shout for gladness, 

The smiling valleys sing, 

The happy songs a reapers 
Through twilight shadows ring ; 

While orchards, fields and meadows 
Unite to swell the strain, 

Telling the same glad story 
Of garnered fruit and grain. 


Mr. 
Foster Home School. 
termediate Department, 


‘* With grateful hearts assembling, 

The voice of song we lift 

To God, the bounteous Giver 
Of every perfect gift. 

Come to the courts with gladness, 
Enter his gates with song, 

For glory, praise and honor 
Unto our God belong.” 


Thoughts by the Way, from our pastor. 

Presentation of diplomas. 

Offertory. 

Scatter Sunshine by the Way, Foster Home 

School. 

For as the rain cometh down, and the snow 
from heaven, and returneth not thither, but 
watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth 
and bud, that it may give seed to sower, and 
bread to the eater : 

So shall my word be that goeth forth out of 
my mouth ; it shall not return unto me void, 
but it shall accomplish that which I please, 
and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I 
sent it. 

** Saviour, again to thy dear name we raise, 
V/ith one accord, our parting hymn of praise ; 
We stand to bless thee ere our worship cease, 
Then, lowly kneeling, wait thy word of peace. 


‘* Grant us thy peace throughout our earthly life, 
Our balin in sorrow, and our stay in strife ; 
Then, when thy voice shall bid our conflict 

cease, 
Call us, O Lord, to thine etertal peace."’ 

Prayer. 








Remains the Same 
Well Brewed Postum always Palatable 


The flavor of Postum, when boiled 
according to directions, is always the 
same—mild, distinctive, and palatable. 
It contains no harmful substance like 
caffeine, the drug in coffee, and hence 
may be used with benefit at all times. 

‘* Believing that coffee was the cause 
of my torpid liver, sick headache and 
misery in many ways,” writes an Ind. 
lady, *‘I quit and bought a package of 
Postum about a year ago. 

‘*My husband and I have been so 
well pleased that we have continued to 
drink Postum ever since. We like the 
taste of Postum better than coffee,-as it 
has always the same pleasant flavor, 
while coffee changes its taste with 
about every new combination or blend. 

‘*Since using Postum I have had no 
more attacks of gall colic, the heaviness 
has left my chest, and the old, common, 
everyday headache is a thing unknown.” 
‘*There’s a Reason.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle | 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘*The Road to 
Wellville,” in pkgs. 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
One appears fromtime totime: They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 
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Temperance 
Map Puzzle 


When you take it in your hand you see an 
outline map of ‘‘ Our Country,’’ shown under a 
red celluloid screen. 























Pull this map down under a green screen,— 
and you have a map showing which states are 
** license,’’ which ‘‘ local option,’’ and which 
** no license.”’ 





: TEMPERANCE MAP PUZZLE 
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It’s Puzzling 


to see how the change in maps:is made. People like to 
examine it a while, and then pass it on to others to 
passe them. And all the while you are telling people 
y this simple device how temperance sentiment is 
sweeping over our country. 
Give the puzzle to a Sunday-school scholar on 


Temperance Sunday, Sept. 27 


and he will take home this story of temperance advance 
to his parents and their friends. The first thing a 
se does is to see whether his state is white (no 
icense) or black (license). 

The puzzles will be supplied at 10 cents each, $1.00 a 
dozen, or $8.00 a Mend g all postpaid. They can be 
secured from any of the following epositories : 

PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
Philadelphia. ew shicago. 
St. Louis. San Francisco. Nashville. 

AMERICAN Baptist PuBLICATION SOCIETY 
Philadelphia. Chicago. Boston. 
New York. St. Louis. Atlanta. Dallas. 


‘Tue Sunpay Scnoor Times Company, 
103 Walnut Street, - - - Philadelphia, Pa 
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The Cook of Spotiess Town you see 
Who takes the cake as you'll agree, 
She holds it in her fingers now. 

It isn’t light—but anyhow 

'Twill lighten her domestic woe— 
A cake of plain SAPOLIO. 


ood cooking the 
full of well kept 
thing 


ng 


Where there is 
dresser will always 
tins and cooking utensils. Eve 
from muffin rings to the heavy 
pans can be scoured with 


SAPOLIO 


till they look like new, and half the 
drudgery of cooking will be saved if 
there is never any accumulation of 
grease to fight. 

























HARTSHORN 
SHADE ROLLERS 


‘Bear the cor 
Stewart Hartshorn on label. 
Get ** Iimproved,’’ no tacks required 
Rollers Tin Rollers 





YMYER 
CHURCH 
ia Cinglanatl Ball Fundy Ce Ciclnnll O. 


Mother and Child 
Both Fully Nourished on Grape-Nuts 


The value of this famous food is shown 
in many ways, in addition to what might 
be expected from its chemical analysis. 

Grape-Nuts food is made of whole 
wheat and barley, is thoroughly baked 
for many hours and contains all the 
wholesome i dients in these cereals. 

It contains also the phosphate of potash 
grown in the grains, which nature uses 
to build up brain and nerve cells. 

Young children require proportion- 
ately more of this element because the 
brain and nervous system of the child 
grews so rapidly. 

A Va. mother found the value of 
Grape-Nuts in not only building up her 
own strength but in nourishing her baby 
at the same time. She writes : 

‘After my baby came I did not re- 
cover health and strength, and the doc- 
tor said I could not nurse the baby as I 
did not have nourishment for her, be- 
sides I was too weak. 

**He said I might try a change of diet 
and see what that would do, and recom- 
mended Grape-Nuts food. I bought a 
pkg. and used it regularly. A marked 
change came over both baby and I. 

ae baby is now four months old, 
is in fine condition, I am nursing her 
and doing all my work and never felt 
better in mylife.” ‘‘ There’sa Reason.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich, Read ‘The ‘Road to 
Wellville,” in pkgs. 

Ever read the above letter? A new 

« One appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
intérest. 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, September 27, 1908. Home 
Missions ; The Cry of the City (Gen. 
- 48: 16-33). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—The first city (Gen. 4 : 16, 17). 
‘TUES.—A wicked city (Gen. 19 : 15-17). 
WED.—A city missionary (Jonah 1 ; 1, 2), 
THURS.—An idolatrous city (Acts 17 : 16- 


at). 
FRI.—A city wept over (Luke 19 : 41-44). 
SAT.-—The heavenly city (Rev. 22 : 1-6). 











Tell something about the slums of the city. 
What do the children of the slums need ? 


How do the morals of the city affect the 
whole country ? 


ESUS was born in a country village and 
grew up in the country, but he loved 
the city. Asa child he had been taken 
up to the great city of his people, and as a 
man, he came back to it again and again in 
hope of saving it. When at last he found 
that he could not, he wept over it, and the 
spiritual blindness which led it to refuse its 
Saviour. He realized the power and the 
need of the city. He felt its strength in his 
own fate, It was beside a city’s walls and 
at the hands of city people that he died. 


% 


In the country, people stand out as in- 
dividuals, In the city they constitute a 
society. And the Kingdom of God is a 
society, not a mere company of individuals, 
Tt resembles, therefore, a city. It is a city, 
St. Augustine named his great book, ‘‘ The 
City of God.’’ The saints and martyrs of 
Israel, country people though they were, we 
are told, were looking forward for the city 
which hath foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God, and the desire of some of them 
for a better country, even a heavenly, God an- 
swered by preparing for them a city. The 
heavenly heme—is.a—city-so lo and safe 
‘that the little children will be able to play in 
the streets, a 


We ought to feel a special interest in all 
earth’s cities, and we ought to realize that the 
City of God, the New Jerusalem, is the 
picture of what God would have each city 
become. How different from that city are 
our cities! There a pure stream of crystal 
water with lovely fruit trees growing on its 
banks; here, cities of asphalt streets, with 
foul sewers, with no trees save here and there 
on the streets of the rich or in the parks. 
There, light by day and night and no hidden 
things ; here, dark dens, resorts of evil, black 
spots. There equality and service and love; 
here, classes and exploitation and fierce 
competition. There, the little children, 
clean and pure and free; here, the tene- 
ment and the slums, with congestion and 
disease and sin. There is work in plenty for 
Christians in the city to-day to make it like 
the heavenly city. 









(Lesson for Sept. 27) SEPTEMBER 12, 1908 































PEIRCE SCHOOL 

“1 am a Peirce graduate,” is often the very 
best recommendation a young man or a young 
woman can lay before a prospective eiaployer. 

Any-employer in touch with up-to-the- 
minute commercial educational movements, 
knows that Peirce is the foremost bu 
school in ca. 


Day Sessions now open 
Night Sessions begin September 14th 


Send for qath Year Book. 
Peirce School, Record Building, Phila. 





The Hartford School of Religions Pedagogy 


Hartford, Conn. Advanced Course for duates of 
Colleges and Theological Seminaries. This leads to a 
degree. Diploma Course prepares young men and 
women as salaried church and Sunday-school workers. 
23rd year begins Sept. 30,1908. Address The Dean. 


THE GORDON SCHOOL 


Boston, Mass. Under care Newton Theological In- 

stitute. Offers free to young men and women, all de- 

nominations, two years’ course. Able faculty. ‘lerm 

opens October 14.° Address Rev. W. B. Boggs, Dea: 
CHING 


n. 
JEANTERESTED 1m THE some TEA AILD 
not 
to E. Y. FLEMINGTON, N.). 
BIBLE COLLEGE AT HOME, Write Pres. C. J. 

Burton, Christian College, Oskaloosa, Iowa. 
You 


{Sto MAKE 10 DOLLARS 


in less time than it takes you to read this 
advertisement if you only knew about our 


KEEP SWEET 


competition. Our circular K. S. 
gives full particulars. Ask for it. 


Tullar-Meredith Co., 2°“¢thodist Bide. 


HALLOWED HYMNS 
loaned free for Camp, Union, and Special Meetings. 
The BIGLOW & MAIN Co., New York or Chicago 


LOOKING 
AHEAD ? 


If so, take advantage of 
to-day’s opportuni- 
ties for the merchant, 
farmer, fruit grower and 
































The city is a great foreign mission field. 
The Chinese and Hindoos are there, or 
coming there, and the European nationali- 


mission races, but which are foreign and 
which need the pel, are flowing in upon 
us. One-half of the foreign immigration, 


York and Pennsylvania, so that New York 
City and Pittsburg and Scranton and Buffalo 


of foreign born or the children of foreign 
born. What would Christ do in these cities ? 
Just as in his own day, he would do more 
than weep over them,—he would work for 
them. 

% 


Perhaps if you will look at your own town, 


city needing to be dealt with. Recently a 
city worker visited a suburban town noted 
for its prosperity and comfort, and after in- 
specting its poorer section reported that the 
conditions were worse than she had seen in 
New York City. In an earnest desire to do 
what we ought for the great cities let us also 
look at our own doors. Perhaps we will find 





some work to be done within a stone’s throw 
of our own church. 


ties which we have not regarded as foreign | 


roughly, settles down in the cities of New | 


are American in name, but with great masses | 


you will find conditions just like those in the || 


business man along the 
Pacific Coast Exten- 
ion of the 


Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway 
Descriptive Books Free. F. A. Miller, G. P. A., Chicago 






























Relief for 
Headaches 


aaa Disordered Stomachs 

“*Tastes Like Soda Water."* 
50c. & $1 at druggists or by mail. 
THE TARRANT CO. 





rite today and sale for our free Stove Catalogue No. 170, Address 
SEARS, ROEBUCK & CO., CHICAGO, ILL. 
- EDUCATIONAL You are 


the Key 
to the 
Extension 


o 
Campaign 
—the key that can easily open the door to a still 
wider usefulness for The Sunday School ‘Times. 


You know the paper. You know some one 
who doesn't yet take it. A door needs opening. 


And you can open that door. A word may 
do it. Tell what you think of the paper. Give 
to the club-organizer in your school the name of 
a possible new subscriber. Ask those who do 
not yet take the paper to speak to the club-or- 
ganizer about it. 


Send us the names and addresses (as many 
as you can) of any who do not yet have the help 
that The Sunday School Times can give, and we 
will gladly send specimen copies to all such, as a 
means of actually testing the paper in their work. 


This isn’t just @ publishers’ notion. Itisa 


way by which interested readers of The Sun- 
day School ‘Times constantly of their own ac- 
cord show their interest—by telling others what 
the paper can do in the teachers’ work, how it 
can bring definite help of the usable sort. 


ob 
A particularly welcome evidence of your be- 
lief in @e usefulness of The Sunday School 
Times would be the receipt of a few names and 
addresses of persons who in your opinion ought 
to have the paper every week. 


Haven't you a postal card at hand ? 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Wainut Street, - = Philadelphia, Pa. 








ALVE works like magic in 


RN 8S. 
SA ea 


eure. No danger from razor cuts. 15 
at druggists or by mail. — 


— 











Classified Advertising 
Post Cards 


SET OF TEN BEAUTIFULLY COLORED POST 
Cards of Palestine, pootoaie, 25 cents. Just the 
thing to send your Sunday-school class or as a Rally 
y Souvenir, Per hundred, $2.00. 
’ Avsert M. Witson, Buffalo, N. Y. 


Motion Picture Machines 


OTION Picture Machines, Film Views, Magic Lan- 
M corms, Slides, and similar Wonders For Sale. Cata- 
e 

, etc. 











We also Buy Magic Machines, Films, 
Harbach & Co., 809 Filbert St., Phila., Pa. 


eo 2 
Financial 
Six PER CENT guaranteed investment secured by 
,000,000.00 assets. ver half million dollars 
id investors during gent 12 years. Write for book- 
- New York Realty Owners Co., Suite soo, 489 
Fifth Avenue, New York. 


For Bible Students 


ADDRESS ON DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
MEMORY. * Mailed free to introduce educational 
works. Mention this a for leaflets on Memorizing 
Scripture. Memory Library, 14 Park Place, New York. 


Sankey’s Story 
“é MY LIFE AND THE STORY OF THE GOS- 
PEL HYMNS” is the title of Ira D. Sankey’s 
wonderfully interesting 

















book of ‘autobiographical 
reminiscences. 410 pages. 24 illustrations. Beauti- 
fully bound. Price, $1.50, postpaid. The Sunday 





44 Hudson 8t., New York 





School Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
















